
SELECTBOARD AGENDA 

& MEETING NOTICE 

Mon., December 4, 2023 
***Indicates item added after the 48 hour posting  

bold underlined time = invited guest or advertised hearing 

(all other times are approximate) 

 

Location: Town Hall, 2nd floor meeting room, 325 Main Road, Gill 

 

5:30 PM Call to Order (If the meeting is being videotaped, announce that fact.  If remote 

participation will occur, announce member & reason, & need for roll call voting) 

Old Business 

o Michael Edwards, Public Services Manager with the Edward J. Collins, Jr. Center for Public 

Management – possible scope of a Community Compact “Efficiency & Regionalization” grant 

program for assistance exploring alternative models for police services 

o Review of Minutes: 8/29/22, 9/12/22, 10/11/22, 11/21/22, 12/5/22, 12/19/22, 1/30/23, 2/13, 2/27, 

3/13, 3/28, 3/30, 4/10, 4/24, 5/8, 5/22, 6/5, 6/20, 7/3, 9/11, 9/25, 11/06, 11/27 

New Business 

o Fire Department topics 

 Cost estimate to replace counter/desk in radio room and to complete floor/decking above 

Chief’s office and men’s bathroom to expand space used for training and storage 

 Purchase order - $2,875 from Fire Dept budget for drop tank for new engine 

 Brush truck update – delivery anticipated for Jan 2024, need to finalize source of funds for 

purchase (NMH Donation & ARPA) 

o ARPA Coronavirus State & Local Fiscal Relief Spending Plan 

 Consider repurposing $6,000 of ARPA Funding from Town Hall Multi-Function Copier 

Replacement to Fire Department Brush Truck 

o Annual vote to close a portion of Pisgah Mountain Road and/or River Road to vehicle traffic for 

the winter – suggested dates of 12/5/23 – 4/1/24 

o Resignation – Tom Hodak from Cable Advisory Committee effective 11/21/23 

o Request from Tim Batchelder for exemption under MGL Chapter 268A, Section 20 to allow him 

to hold multiple appointed positions (Administrative Clerk and PEG Access Videographer) 

o Policy on flying flags on Town-owned flagpoles 

o Other business as may arise after the agenda has been posted. 

 Letter of support for Comcast’s application to Broadband Infrastructure Gap Networks Grant 

Program for funds to provide additional buildout to unserved locations 

o Public Service Announcements, if any 

o Warrants 

FY24 #11 Vendors ($47,079.34) & Payroll ($32,292.30) &   #11A Vendors ($67,600.00) – 

reviewed & signed by Chair on 11/20/23 

FY24 #12 – review & sign 
 

Adjournment  

Other Invitations/Meetings:   

Date Time Event Location 

Mon 12/18 5:30 PM Selectboard Meeting Town Hall 
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Mon 1/1  New Years Day holiday  

Tues 1/2 5:30 PM Selectboard Meeting Town Hall 

Mon 1/15  Martin Luther King holiday  

Tues 1/16 5:30 PM Selectboard Meeting Town Hall 

Mon 1/29 5:30 PM Selectboard Meeting Town Hall 
 









FIREMATIC 
SUPPLY CO., INC.

Quote
23 Birch Street, Milford, Mass.  01757

SGarland@firematic.com

WebSite: www.firematic.com
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Flag Policy 

 

I.  Introduction 

This Policy is intended to address flags allowed to be flown on flagpoles owned by the Town of 

Gill.  The Gill-Montague Regional School District shall determine the policy for flags that can be 

flown on flagpoles located at the Gill Elementary School. 

 

II.  Flags Allowed to Be Flown 

The Selectboard authorizes the following flags to be flown on Town-owned flagpoles, as an 

official expression of the Town’s governmental speech, to which the strictures of the First 

Amendment do not apply: 

The official flag of the United States of America; 

The official flag of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; 

The official flag of the Town of Gill; 

The official flags of the various branches of military services of the United States of America; 

and/or 

The official MIA-POW flag. 

No other flags shall be allowed to be flown on Town-owned flagpoles, as those flagpoles and this 

policy are not intended to establish or serve to create a forum for private expression. 

 

Adopted by vote of the Selectboard: December 4, 2023 



 

 
Telephone 413-863-9347   325 Main Road, Gill MA 01354     Fax 413-863-7775  

www.gillmass.org This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

December 4, 2023 

 

Re:  MBI Broadband Infrastructure Gap Networks Grant Program 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts through its Capital Projects Fund has established the 

Broadband Infrastructure Gap Networks Grant Program.  This program will fund broadband to 

unserved areas and the Town of Gill is very happy to hear that Comcast is planning to submit an 

application. 

 

Comcast is an extremely valuable company and partner within the Town of Gill, which relies 

heavily upon Comcast’s infrastructure.  They have continually invested in their network 

providing a fast, secure and reliable product that can meet the growing business and residential 

needs.   

 

Comcast services proved critical during the COVID pandemic.  Most of our community was able 

to successfully transition to remote learning and working by utilizing Comcast’s broadband 

network.   However, there remain nearly a dozen homes without any access to broadband, and 

another dozen locations where distance and other logistical factors make the cost to extend 

Comcast’s infrastructure prohibitively and astronomically expensive.  Broadband continues to be 

integral to our community’s needs and Comcast is the logical company to provide the “last mile” 

connections. 

 

The Town also feels it is important to remind the team at MBI that Comcast did not receive any 

MBI grant funds in 2016-2018 for broadband expansion in Gill.  The expansion that took place, 

amounting to 63 newly served addresses and an increase in Gill’s “percent served” from 85% to 

96%, was completely funded by a sacrifice the Town made while negotiating its last Comcast 

cable license renewal in 2016.  In exchange for buildout, the Town dropped its PEG Access 

revenue percentage from 4% to 2.5% for the first nine years of the ten year license.  We hope our 

turn for MBI-funded buildout has come at last. 

 

We enthusiastically support Comcast’s Broadband Infrastructure Gap Networks Grant Program 

application and recommend they receive the full funding needed to connect unserved residents 

and businesses within the Town of Gill. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Randy P. Crochier, Sr. 

Chair, Selectboard 

http://www.gillmass.org/

