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 SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES 
May 14, 2018 

 
Called to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM. 

Members Present:  John Ward, Randy Crochier, Greg Snedeker Members Absent: None 
Others Present: Ray Purington, Administrative Assistant; George Brace, Janet Masucci, Jan Ameen, and Tyler 
Nelson-Yarros 

Curbside Collection of Organics: Jan Ameen, Executive Director of the Franklin County Solid Waste Management 
District, met with the Selectboard to present information about a possible application for a DEP grant that would 
fund start-up costs for a 2-year pilot program to do curbside collection of organic waste.  The application deadline is 
June 13, 2018. 

Alternative Recycling currently collects trash and recycling from the Town’s residents on a weekly basis, using one 
truck for trash and one split-container truck for paper and containers.  In order to collect organics as well, 
Alternative would need to purchase a new split-container truck (for trash and organics) and add one employee to the 
route.  The added cost of collecting and hauling the organics would be $16,284 per year.  This would be offset by 
$3,000 of grant funding during each of the first two years.  If trash collection and organics collection were alternated 
weekly, the added cost would only be $12,540, and the same $3,000 grant funding would be available. 

Ameen used figures from Brattleboro’s existing curbside organics program to estimate each household generates 10 
pounds of organics weekly.  The Town of Gill recently surveyed residents about their interest in curbside organics, 
and slightly more than 50% indicated they would participate.  Ameen estimated diverting organics from the trash 
would mean a 40% reduction in trash by weight.  The reduction equates to 75 tons less trash per year, which means 
a savings of $5,775 annually for the Town’s trash disposal costs. 

Annmarie McCune, Robyn & Gerald Hallet-Polley, and one other resident of Barney Hale Road joined the meeting 
at 5:55 PM. 

Ameen pointed out no other town in Western Mass is currently doing curbside collection of organics.  Gill could be 
the first!  The grant application could be written for a start date in the summer of 2019, corresponding to the 
beginning of FY20.  This would give the Town one year to plan for any financial impact from the new program.  
Funds the Town receives through the DEP’s Recycling Dividends Program could also be used. 

The Selectboard asked Ameen to flesh out the costs of the program further, and return to the May 29th Selectboard 
meeting for a followup discussion.  Ameen left the meeting at 6:00 PM. 

2018 Public Gathering Permit for the Turners Falls Schuetzen Verein: Randy disclosed that he is a member of the 
Turners Falls Schuetzen Verein Club, and recused himself from the discussion and vote.  The Selectboard reviewed 
the Club’s application for a Public Gathering Permit covering various clam bakes, car cruises, and other public 
events during 2018.  The Board of Health, Highway Department, Police Department, Fire Department, and Building 
Inspector have signed off on the application, with the same conditions requested as last year: 1) All fire lanes must 
be kept open for access by fire & medical services; and 2) There must be a police detail for crowds over 300 people, 
except for the monthly car shows, which shall have a detail officer at the Route 2 entrance. 

Greg made a motion, seconded by John, to approve the application for the Public Gathering Permit with the noted 
conditions.  The motion passed by a vote of 2 in favor and 0 opposed. 
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Utility Pole Hearing: The Selectboard opened a public hearing on a joint request by Eversource and Verizon to 
replace one jointly owned pole in the area of 93 Barney Hale Road.  The new pole will be installed approximately 
38 feet to the north of the existing pole, and is requested in order to facilitate make-ready work for bringing Comcast 
services to that road. 

There was a brief discussion about the growing number of “double poles” in Gill, and the slow speed at which wires 
and cables get moved from the old poles to the new poles.  Eversource has supplied the Town with a list of 21 
double poles in Gill.  Of the 21 poles, 14 are waiting for Verizon to move their wires, 4 are waiting for MBI, and 3 
are waiting for Comcast.  Ray will contact the three companies and make them aware of the Town’s frustration and 
expectations. 

The four residents from Barney Hale Road who attended the hearing asked for more information about the proposed 
location for the new pole.  Using a Google satellite image on a smartphone and a printout of the same, the location 
was determined.  The residents were unanimous in their support of wanting Comcast’s project to move forward – 
“We need internet and cable.”  Greg left the meeting at 6:20 PM due to another commitment. 

John made a motion, seconded by Randy, to approve the request for the new utility pole.  The motion was approved 
by a vote of 2-0.  Nelson-Yarros and the four Barney Hale Road residents left the meeting at 6:25 PM. 

Review of Minutes: John made a motion, seconded by Randy, to approve the minutes of 4/25/18 and 4/30/18.  The 
motion was approved by a vote of 2-0. 

Gill Elementary Well: Ray reported the DEP has issued its conditional approval of the treatment system for the 
School’s well.  There are 14 conditions to which the treatment system must perform and comply.  

Gill 225th Anniversary:  By consensus the Gillbilly Paddle, a water parade of sorts comprised of canoes, kayaks, 
rowing shells and boats, was approved to be included in the Town’s certificate of insurance that is issued to the 
Northfield Mount Hermon School.  The Paddle, to be held on July 21st, will use the NMH docks as the launching 
point.  In accordance with a request from the Town’s insurance company, participants will be required to sign 
liability waivers. 

Selectboard Liaisons to Fire, Highway, and Police Departments: The topic was held over to May 29th so all three 
members of the Selectboard could participate in the discussion. 

Lease for 2018 Use of Mariamante Field:  Ray reported that Brian Peila has declined the offered lease for the 
agricultural use of the Mariamante field.  By consensus it was decided to seek new bids rather than award the lease 
to last year’s second-highest bidder. 

Longevity Bonuses for Non-Full-Time Employees: The topic was held over to May 29th so all three members of the 
Selectboard could participate in the discussion. 

Tick Testing: Discounted tick testing is again available for Gill residents.  A federal grant will subsidize the lab 
costs for tick tests, so the cost to residents is only $15 per tick.  Once the grant funding runs out, funds from the Gill 
Board of Health will be used to subsidize another 40 tests.  Randy spoke of the importance of having attached ticks 
tested – it gives the person knowledge about what diseases they may have been exposed to, and it gives Public 
Health officials valuable information about the prevalence of disease-carrying ticks. 

FRCOG Highway Bids: Randy disclosed he is an employee of the FRCOG in a grant-funded position related to 
public health.  It was determined there was no conflict of interest to prevent him voting on this matter.  John made a 
motion, seconded by Randy, to authorize the FRCOG to contract on behalf of the Town for various bids and 
contracts for Highway Products and Services, and to duly appoint the FRCOG for those bids.  The motion was 
approved by a vote of 2-0. 

George Brace left the meeting at 6:40 PM. 

Warrant:  The Selectboard reviewed and signed the FY 2018 warrant #24. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 PM. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Ray Purington, Administrative Assistant. 

 Signed copy on file.  Approved on 05/29/2018 
____________________________________________ 
Greg Snedeker, Selectboard Clerk 





TOWN OF GILL 
 

 The Board of Selectmen, Town of Gill, received an application for a Public Gathering 

Permit from____Turners Falls Schuetzen Verein____________________________________ 

on _April 18, 2018____________________. 

 A public hearing is scheduled to be held on _May 14, 2018, ____________________ 

at  5:30 PM  at the Gill Town Hall _____________________________________________. 

 A copy of this application has been submitted to the following departments for review 

and comment:     Returned  ( X ) 

  Health   (    X ) 

  Highway    (    X ) 

  Police   (    X ) 

  Fire   (    X ) 

  Inspection   (    X ) 

As a result of a Public Hearing and comments received, this application is hereby: 

  Approved   ( ) 

  Denied   ( ) 

Subject to the following: 

__- All fire lanes must be kept open at all times for access by fire & medical services 

__- Per past practice (a police detail for crowds over 300 people), except the monthly car show 

shall have a detail officer at Route 2 entrance. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Date: May 14, 2018    Gill Selectboard 

     ______________________________ 

     ______________________________ 

     ______________________________ 





















Ticket Number Created On Pole Owner Joint Pole Owner Remediation Party Next To Go Member Telco Pole Num Elco Pole Num Status Street Name Municipality Updated On

3525142 5/9/2018 2:44:55 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD VZWST1 5 3/2 Open BARNEY HALE RD Gill 5/9/2018 2:53:55 PM

3525240 5/9/2018 3:31:27 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD CMCTWM 10 16/10 Open FRANKLIN RD Gill 5/9/2018 8:18:13 PM

3171888 6/6/2017 11:21:42 AM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD VZWST1 64 17/72 Open French King Hwy Gill 6/6/2017 11:22:23 AM

3171891 6/6/2017 11:27:22 AM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD VZWST1 3 17/11 Open French King Hwy Gill 1/8/2018 2:48:21 PM

3525291 5/9/2018 4:15:29 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD VZWST1 45/2 Open FRENCH KING HWY Gill 5/9/2018 5:57:45 PM

3525354 5/9/2018 4:19:52 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD VZWST1 45/3 Open FRENCH KING HWY Gill 5/9/2018 5:57:30 PM

3525372 5/9/2018 4:22:11 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD VZWST1 45/4 Open FRENCH KING HWY Gill 5/9/2018 5:57:06 PM

3314062 10/31/2017 5:25:47 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD VZWST1 6/9 Open Green Hill Rd Gill 11/10/2017 1:10:09 PM

3314075 10/31/2017 5:29:36 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD VZWST1 6/9-1 Open Green Hill Rd Gill 11/10/2017 1:09:08 PM

3488160 4/10/2018 3:08:20 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD VZWST1 5 21/5 Open Hoe Shop Rd Gill 4/16/2018 5:16:48 PM

2454045 6/5/2015 3:32:17 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD VZWST1 110 110 Open MAIN RD Gill 3/8/2016 7:05:56 PM

3139322 5/3/2017 9:50:26 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD VZWST1 148 125 Open MAIN RD Gill 3/28/2018 4:26:20 PM

3478893 4/2/2018 2:40:50 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD VZWST1 148 23/125 Open MAIN RD Gill 4/27/2018 2:10:44 PM

3524882 5/9/2018 1:37:41 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD CMCTWM 64 1/2 23/34M Open MAIN RD Gill 5/9/2018 2:00:55 PM

3525053 5/9/2018 1:59:19 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD MB123W 144 23/121 Open MAIN RD Gill 5/9/2018 2:11:02 PM

3525099 5/9/2018 2:23:22 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD MB123W 175 23/152 Open MAIN RD Gill 5/9/2018 2:35:19 PM

3525112 5/9/2018 2:30:36 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD MB123W 173 23/150 Open MAIN RD Gill 5/9/2018 2:39:15 PM

3525119 5/9/2018 2:35:35 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD MB123W 174 23/151 Open MAIN RD Gill 5/9/2018 2:39:27 PM

2753334 4/15/2016 11:28:55 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD VZWST1 14 Open MOUNTAIN RD Gill 6/29/2016 7:26:03 PM

3506527 4/24/2018 3:59:51 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD VZWST1 50/2 Open TAYLOR PL Gill 4/30/2018 3:27:41 PM

3525259 5/9/2018 3:37:15 PM WMEHAD VZWST1 WMEHAD CMCTWM 45/25 Open W GILL RD Gill 5/9/2018 4:09:40 PM












