
 
 

www.gillmass.org 
 

 SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES 
April 2, 2018 

 
Called to Order: The meeting was called to order by John Ward at 5:38 PM. 

Members Present:  John Ward, Greg Snedeker, Randy Crochier (5:48 PM) Members Absent: None 
Others Present: Ray Purington, Administrative Assistant; George Brace, Janet Masucci 

Review of Minutes: Minutes from 3/19/18 were not available for review. 

Montague Sewer Rates: The Selectboard discussed an excerpt from the March 1st issue of the Montague Reporter’s 
coverage of a Montague Selectboard meeting.  A possible 45% increase in Montague’s sewer rates is expected this 
fall, due to significant losses of operating revenue for the sewer treatment plant.  While it is premature to predict the 
exact impact on Gill’s sewer rates, it is certain a Montague rate hike of that magnitude will require a similarly hefty 
increase in Gill’s rates.  Ray will include an article about sewer rates in the next issue of the Gill Newsletter. 

Gill Elementary Well: Ray reported the Town has received from DEP an Administrative Consent Order with Penalty 
(ACOP).  Due to extensive delays in progress toward installing the treatment system at the School, DEP has 
proposed a $500 penalty, with an additional $650 penalty to be suspended if there are no further noncompliance 
issues during the next two years.  Ray was asked to find out from DEP if the penalty can be appealed or discussed.  
Any answer will be brought to the Selectboard’s 4/9 budget meeting. 

Ray also reported he has received the updated schematic diagram from the engineer for the proposed treatment 
system.  The equipment supplier is currently reviewing the design. 

Randy Crochier and Lynda Hodsdon Mayo joined the meeting at 5:48 PM. 

Gill 225th Anniversary:  There have not been any 225th events since the last report at the 3/19 Selectboard meeting.  
Randy described upcoming events: the Library will host conversations with longtime Gill residents; the Town Forest 
Committee will offer guided walks of the Town Forest; Antenna Cloud Farm is planning one of their concerts as a 
benefit for the 225th Anniversary; a warrant article for Annual Town Meeting will seek funding toward the 
Christmas in July fireworks show. 

Appointments: John made a motion, seconded by Greg, to appoint junior firefighter Zachary Lastowski as a 
firefighter effective April 2, 2018 through June 30, 2018.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative.  Greg made a 
motion, seconded by John, to appoint the following individuals to the Gill Board of Fire Engineers effective May 1, 
2018 through April 30, 2019: Marcus Aucoin, Gene Beaubien, Steve Connell, Jason Edson, Stuart Elliott, Andrew 
Howell, Scott Nicholas, Greg Parody, Ken Sears, and Mitch Waldron.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative. 

Composting Survey:  As a followup to the Selectboard’s 10/30/17 meeting with Jan Ameen of the Franklin County 
Solid Waste Management District, the Town is conducting a survey of residents to gauge interest in curbside 
collection of food waste and organic waste.  The deadline for responses is April 17th. 

Potential Articles for Town Meeting:  Lynda Hodsdon Mayo presented two petition articles for the May 7th Annual 
Town Meeting.  One deals with a gift of land to the Town by resident Renee Jenkins.  Jenkins wishes to “gift a piece 
of historically significant land on River Road, where Herbert B. Hastings’s Old Blacksmith Shop used to stand. This 
land contains .08 acres more or less and is near Gill Center on the Beaver Brook.”  Hodsdon Mayo noted that the 
two abutters to the property have been made aware of the intent to gift the land to the Town. 

The second petition article seeks to “revise the current accounting designation so that instead of one numbered 
account, there will be two different accounts: one for all Assessors expenses and the other for the salary of the 
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Assessors’ Clerk.”  Hodsdon Mayo explained this change will make it easier for her, as the Assessors’ Clerk, to 
track amounts remaining in the budget for her salary and expenses for the Assessors’ Office.  It was discussed that 
this outcome could also be accomplished by presenting an Omnibus Budget to Town Meeting that has two lines, one 
for salary and one for expenses.  The matter will be discussed further at the 4/9 budget meeting when the Assessors 
meet with the Selectboard and Finance Committee. 

Hodsdon Mayo left at 6:05 PM. 

Other Warrant Articles:  In a followup to the 3/19 discussion of warrant articles related to PEG Access, Ray reported 
the Department of Revenue will allow towns another 1-year extension to implementing the changes related to PEG 
Access funds.  It is expected this will be the final extension, as clarifying legislation is working its way through the 
House and Senate.  The Selectboard decided by consensus to take advantage of the extension, and there will not be 
PEG Access articles on the warrant. 

By consensus the Selectboard supported placing an article on the warrant to have voters consider adopting MGL 
Chapter 64N, Section 3, which would impose a local sales tax of up to 3% on sales of marijuana or marijuana 
products by a marijuana retailer.  This is similar to the local option meals tax of 0.75%, which provides roughly 
$10,000 of revenue to the Town annually.  Greg suggested the Town should be reviewing its zoning bylaws in order 
to regulate the location and operations of recreational marijuana facilities. 

Also by consensus there will be an article seeking funds from the Town as a contribution toward enhancing the 
fireworks display put on by the Franklin County Boat Club during their Christmas in July festivities.  The Town has 
225th Anniversary events planned for the same day.  The article may be for the Annual Town Meeting, or it may be 
part of a Special Town Meeting. 

Memorial Day Ceremonies: The Selectboard received an invitation from the Memorial Committee to this year’s 
Memorial Day Ceremonies being held on Sunday, May 27th. The event begins with a service at the Gill Church and 
then continues at the Veterans Monuments across Main Road from the Town Common. 

Start Times: The Selectboard meeting on 4/17 will begin at 6:30 PM.  It was decided to have the Annual Town 
Meeting start at 6:30 PM, so long as that time is agreeable to the Town Clerk and the Moderator. 

ConCom Training: Phil Gilfeather-Girton, a member of Gill’s Conservation Commission, was recognized for having 
completed eight units of the Fundamentals for Massachusetts Conservation Commissioners training program. 

George Brace left the meeting at 6:21 PM. 

Warrant:  The Selectboard reviewed and signed the FY 2018 warrant #21. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:05 PM. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Ray Purington, Administrative Assistant. 

 Signed copy on file.  Approved on 04/17/2018 
____________________________________________ 
Greg Snedeker, Selectboard Clerk 







The Gill Selectboard is gathering information about adding the collection of food and organic 
waste to the town’s curbside collection program.  The town is eligible for grant funding to 

implement this new program.  The town would supply each interested home with a small wheeled 
cart for food waste and other organic waste that can be composted.  Residents who volunteer to 
participate in the program would put this food waste cart out for collection each week. 
 
By participating in this program a household would reduce the amount of trash being generated.  
In order to gauge interest in this program, the Gill Selectboard is requesting you complete and 
submit a survey about your interest in the program.  Once the surveys are counted the board will 
determine if there is enough interest to pursue implementing food waste collection.   
 
You can complete and mail this form to Town Hall or complete the survey online at 
WWW.GILLMASS.ORG/CURBSIDE or scan the QR code below using your smartphone.  ONE 
RESPONSE PER HOUSEHOLD.  SURVEY DEADLINE IS TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 2018. 
 

 
To return by mail: 1.  Fold down here 

 
 
If the Town of Gill offered free weekly curbside collection of food waste and other organic 
waste acceptable for composting, would you volunteer to participate in the program? 
 
____ Yes, I would like to participate in a free collection of organic waste. 
 
____ No, I am not interested in this program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To return by mail: 2. Fold up here and tape closed. Affix a First Class stamp where shown. 

 

http://www.gillmass.org/CURBSIDE
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ARTICLE. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of General Laws Chapter 64N, Section 
3, as amended by Section 13 of Chapter 55 of the Acts of 2017, to impose a local sales tax upon the sale 
or transfer of marijuana or marijuana products by a marijuana retailer operating within the Town to 
anyone other than a marijuana establishment at the rate of three percent (3%) of the total sales price 
received by the marijuana retailer as a consideration for the sale of marijuana or marijuana products; this 
act shall take effect on the first day of the calendar quarter following thirty days after its acceptance by 
Town Meeting, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto. 
 
 
(Assuming adoption at the May 7, 2018 town meeting, thirty days after is June 7.  The first calendar 
quarter after June 7 is September 1, 2018.) 




