
 
 

www.gillmass.org 
 

 SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES 
May 1, 2017 

 
Called to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:40 PM. 

Members Present:  John Ward, Randy Crochier, Greg Snedeker Members Absent: none 
Others Present: Ray Purington, Administrative Assistant; Janet Masucci, Kent Alexander, and Miranda Davis 

Minutes:  Randy made a motion, seconded by Greg, to approve the minutes of 4/18/17.  The vote was unanimous in 
the affirmative. 

2009 Sterling Truck:  The Selectboard discussed an offer from Fred Chase II to bring the truck to Patriot Freightliner 
in Westminster, Vermont to get a printout of the truck’s computer code history, to have the computer updated, and 

to reinstate the idle time shut off.  Patriot was an authorized Sterling dealer (before Sterling went out of business), 
and is an authorized service rep for Cummins engines.  Randy made a motion, seconded by Greg, to authorize the 
trip to Patriot Freightliner and to reimburse Chase for his time at his usual rate of $75/hour.  The vote was 
unanimous in the affirmative.  Ray also reported that Chase was able to modify the exhaust pipe on the truck, and 
was able to adjust the clutch. 

Sewer I&I Study:  Town Counsel has not completed her review of the two ideas about ways to identify houses with 
illicit sump pumps connected to the sewer system.  She will be reminded after her busy season for town meetings. 

Gill Elementary Well:  No progress last week. 

Mariamante Property/Community Solar:  Nothing to report. 

Annual Reports:  Nothing to report. 

Oak Street Easement:  Nothing to report. 

Sanctuary City:  The topic will be revisited at the May 16th meeting. 

FirstLight Ground Rules for Settlement Negotiations:  We have not received any wording from Town Counsel to 
include as a disclaimer on the Settlement Ground Rules that must be signed in order for John Ward (Selectboard) 
and Phil Gilfeather-Girton (Conservation Commission) to represent the Town at the negotiations with FirstLight and 
other agencies over a potential settlement agreement related to parts of FirstLight’s relicensing by FERC.  The 
deadline to submit signed Ground Rules is May 8th.  Ray will email Mark Wamser, a representative of FirstLight, 
and notify him that the Town hopes to receive input from Town Counsel in time to approve the Ground Rules at the 
Selectboard’s budget meeting on May 8th.  The next settlement meeting is not until May 25th. 

Appointment of Oil Inspectors:  The Selectboard discussed a request from Fire Chief Gene Beaubien to appoint 
Firefighters Scott Nicholas and Shane Wells as Oil Inspectors for the Town.  More information was requested, 
including the credentials of Nicholas and Wels to do the work, and an explanation for switching away from the 
current Oil Inspector, Joel Tognarelli. 

ACT Use of Town Hall:  Randy made a motion, seconded by Greg, to approve a request from Amy Gordon to use 
the Town Hall stage for the Gill Elementary School’s ACT (After-school Community Theater) Program.  The dates 
of use run from May 4 to May 27.  The program has 16 participants this year.  The vote was unanimous in the 
affirmative. 

2017 Lawn Mowing Bids:  The Selectboard reviewed the two bids received for lawn mowing services for the 2017 
mowing season.  Randy made a motion, seconded by Greg, to award the contract to the low bidder, Art Kaczenski of 
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Artscape Landscaping.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative.  Kaczenski’s total bid, calculated as a typical 
per mowing cost, was $170, compared to the $195 bid from Snow & Sons. 

MassDOT Chapter 90 Contract:  A 10-year blanket contract with MassDOT for future Chapter 90 funds was 
reviewed. Randy made a motion, seconded by Greg, to authorize John to sign the Contractor Authorized Signature 
Listing and Ray to sign the contract and all related documents.  The vote was unanimous in the affirmative. 

Memorial Day Services:  An invitation from the Memorial Committee to the May 28th Memorial Day Ceremonies 
was received.  Greg volunteered to represent the Selectboard at the event. 

Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Grant:  The Selectboard discussed a grant opportunity from the Massachusetts 
Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs for Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness.  It was decided the Town 
would not participate, unless the Emergency Management Director happens to be interested in the program and 
available to attend the May 3rd information session. 

Start Times:  The May 16 and May 30 meetings will start at 6:15 PM. 

Kent Alexander and Miranda Davis left the meeting at 6:05 PM. 

Warrant:  The Selectboard reviewed and signed the FY 2017 warrant #22. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:25 PM. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Ray Purington, Administrative Assistant. 

 Signed copy on file.  Approved 05/30/2017 
_________________________________________ 
Randy Crochier, Selectboard Clerk 
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Telephone 413-863-9347   325 Main Road, Gill MA 01354     Fax 413-863-7775  

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

TOWN FACILITIES REQUEST FORM 
 

Name:  Amy Gordon___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Organization: __ACT  After-School Community Theater Program at Gill Elementary School 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: 8 Setback Lane________________________________________________________________ 
 
Town/City: _Gill______________________________________ State: __MA______________ 
 
Daytime Phone: __413-883-0490_________________________ Evening Phone: 
____________________ 
 
Facility Requested: __Town Hall Stage 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Date(s) of Use: _Thursday, May 4, 2017-Saturday, May 27, 2017 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Hour(s) of Use: _Mostly 3:30 -5:30 on Wednesdays and Thursdays with performances on Tuesday, May 
23, Weds, May 24, and Friday eve, May 26. 
 
Nature of Event: _Rehearsals and performances of after-school theater 
program______________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of Attendees: _There are 16 participants in the program.  
 
A town employee, board member, or committee member must be present throughout the duration of the 
event. If you do not have such a member who volunteers to be present, a fee will be charged to provide 
one. 
 
Is a town employee, board member, or committee member part of your organization? Y__x_ N___ 
 
If yes, what is his/her name? _Amy Gordon/Conservation Commission 
______________________________________________________ 
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Fees: 
 
Individual resident   Free 
Individual non-resident  $25 per event 
Non-profit organization  $10 per event 
For profit organization  $50 per event 
If a town employee is necessary $25 per hour 



Monthly

 COMPANY NAME  Date Received 
 Town 
Garage 

 Sewer Pump 
Station & 

Island  RMB  TH & Common  Library 
 Bi-weekly 
Subtotal  Ball Field 

Artscape Landscape & Design 4/24/17 9AM $25.00 $25.00 $30.00 $35.00 $35.00 $150.00 $40.00

$0.00

Snow & Sons Landscaping 4/24/17 12:29PM $38.00 $28.00 $40.00 $50.00 $22.00 $178.00 $34.00

Urgiel, Alex No bid $0.00

 COMPANY NAME 
A = Accept
R = Reject

Artscape Landscape & Design

Snow & Sons Landscaping

Urgiel, Alex

I declare that this is a complete and accurate list of bids received by the deadline of 2:00 PM on April 24, 2017.

(signed)
Ray Purington, Administrative Assistant

TOWN OF GILL
Calendar 2017 Mowing

Bi-Weekly

Decision Basis: Typical per mowing cost
= (1 x bi-weekly subtotal) + (0.5 x monthly total)

$195.00

$170.00
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Ray Purington/Gill Selectboard

From: Rebekah Boyd <admin@frcog.org>
Sent: Monday, May 01, 2017 1:21 PM
To: Kimberly Noake MacPhee
Subject: A Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Grant Program Q&A in Greenfield this 

Wednesday!

Hello Town Administrators,  
 
Katie Theoharides from the Massachusetts  Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs will be facilitating a question and 
answer session here at the FRCOG  this Wednesday, May 3, at 10:00 a.m., for those interested in learning about and 
applying for a Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness grant: 

 
 

Please join us at the  
Franklin Regional Council of Governments Office in Greenfield for the 
Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Program Bidders Conference,  

to answer your questions about the Commonwealth’s new municipal grant program. 
 

The Q & A will take place at  
10 AM, Wednesday, May 3rd 

12 Olive Street, 1st floor conference room 
Greenfield, MA 01301 

 
The Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness grant program (MVP) will provide support for cities and towns across the 
state to begin the process of planning for resiliency.  The state will award communities with funding to complete 
vulnerability assessments and develop action-oriented resiliency plans.  

Communities will be able to define extreme weather and natural and climate related hazards, identify existing and 
future vulnerabilities and strengths, develop and prioritize actions for the community, and identify opportunities to take 
action to reduce risk and build resilience. 

MVP certified providers will be trained in workshops across the state to provide technical assistance to communities in 
completing the assessment and resiliency plan using the Community Resilience Building Framework.  Towns and cities 
will then be able to choose the provider of their choice from a list of certified providers. 

Communities who complete the MVP program will become certified as an MVP community and eligible for follow-up 
grant funding and other opportunities. 

The RFR for communities to enroll in the grant program is posted here 

Please use the number below to contact FRCOG Land Use & Natural Resources Planning Program Manager Kimberly 
MacPhee with questions regarding the event. 
 
Phone: 413-774-3167 x130 
Email:  KMacPhee@frcog.org  
 

Rebekah 


