Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) Program

MVP Resiliency Plan

DRAFT March 2026

Facilitated by the
Franklin Regional Council of Governments ‘
A State-Certified MVP Provider




Gill MVP Summary of Findings | DRAFT March 2026

MVP Resiliency Plan

Including the Summary of Findings from the
Community Resilience Building Workshop
DRAFT March 2026

Table of Contents

L. OVEIVIBW ittt bbb e s s ba e e e s ab e e e e s bbb e e s eba e e e s 1
2. Community Resilience Building WoOrkShOops .......ccccuuviiiiieeiee e 4
SUMMANY OF FINAINGS ...ttt e et e e s et s e e e e sasae e e e earaeeeeensaeeeanns 4
3. Top Hazards and Vulnerable Areas........cueeeiei oottt e e e e 5
B e o I 5 F= - [ o - SR 5
VUINEIADIE AFAS ..ttt ettt s e s e s enn e s nne e s nne s 5
4. Current Concerns & Challenges Presented by Hazards and Climate Change..................... 8
5. Specific Categories of Concerns and Challenges ........cccoccvveeiiiiiee e 10
Y L I UL (U T TSSO PPOR PR PRRUPPTOPRROIN 10
Yool 1< - | TP PPPP TR 15
ENVIFONMENTAL ... s s 19
6. Current Strengths and ASSEES .....cciii i 23
INFrASTIUCTUNA ..o s sne e 23
Yo ol =1 -1 T USSP PRRPPR 23
ENVIFONMENTAL .o s 24
7. Top Recommendations to IMprove RESIIENCE ........coevicciiiieiiee et e e 25
High Priority RECOMMENAATIONS.......ccoiiiiiiiieieeeee et e e e e eerb e e e e e e e eennnnaees 25
Medium Priority ReCOmMMENAtioNS .....ccuvvviieiiieiieiieeeeee e e e e e e anees 26
Low Priority RECOMMENTATIONS ..vvviiiiiiiiiiieeeeee ettt e e e e e re e e e e e e eeananaees 27
8. CRB WOrKShOp PartiCipants.......coccurieeeiieieeieiiiiieeeee e eeccttreee e e e e eeseabrereeeeeeeesssssrseneeeeessennns 29
S TR 1 1 o o PP 31
10. CRB WOIKShOP ProjECt TEAM ccvveiieieiirieiiee ettt e e e eeeabrr e e e e e e e s anrreeeeeeens 32



Gill MVP Summary of Findings | DRAFT March 2026

11. LYo 01T 0T L o1 <=3 SURSR

(240 ] o] [To @0 0 01 8 1 1=] 0} A a =Y o L 1R TR

Cover photo by Vicky Jenkins



Gill MVP Summary of Findings | DRAFT March 2026

Town of Gill
Community Resilience Building Workshop
Summary of Findings

1. Overview

The Town of Gill is proactively increasing resiliency to natural hazards and climate change at the
local level through the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) Program. As of 2026, almost
all of the 351 municipalities in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts have become certified as
MVP communities. Natural disasters can cause loss of life and extensive damage to properties
and infrastructure, affecting the local, state, and national economic, social, and environmental
well-being. Weather-related natural disasters are likely impacted by climate change and are
expected to be further exacerbated by future changes in climate.

According to down-scaled climate data from resilientMA.org, the major climate change drivers
in Franklin County are:

e Anincrease in average temperature, as well as more extreme heat and extreme
temperature fluctuations;

e Anincrease in annual precipitation and an increase in very heavy precipitation events —
where more rain, snow, or ice falls in a short period of time — interspersed at times with
very dry periods;

e Stronger storms with higher winds, due to an overall warmer climate with more
moisture in the atmosphere. !

Over the last decade, Gill has experienced impacts from weather-related natural hazards such
as high winds, “nor’easters” including the damaging storm in late October of 2011 nicknamed
“Snowtober,” flash flooding, and droughts. The impacts from hurricanes Sandy (September
2012) and Irene (August 2011) in New England increased the urgency for municipalities to
increase resilience to address extreme weather and climate change vulnerability. During July of
2023, towns in western Massachusetts and Vermont experienced record-breaking heavy rains
from a slow-moving system, which led to flash flooding and significant damage. Although this
storm system was not a tropical storm or hurricane, in some areas it produced more severe
impacts than what resulted from Tropical Storm Irene. Between January 2016 and December
2025, the Connecticut River Valley drought region (of which Gill is a part) experienced 11

1 http://www.resilientma.org/map/
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months in a “critical” drought condition and 15 months in a “significant” drought condition.?
New England, including Massachusetts, is expected to experience increased frequency and
intensity of rain events and increased temperatures, which will increase the Town’s natural
hazard vulnerability.

The Town actively identified Gill’s vulnerabilities from natural hazards through the
development of the Town’s FEMA-approved Hazard Mitigation Plan, dated September 14, 2020
(2020 HMP). In consideration of these factors, the Town is taking the necessary steps to build
on the results of the Town’s 2020 HMP to develop climate adaptation and resilience priorities
as outlined in this Community Resilience Building (CRB) Summary of Findings Report.

As of January 2025, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and
Environmental Affairs (EEA) has funded MVP planning grants for 349 out of a total of 351
communities (see map below). The purpose of the grant is to provide financial assistance to
communities to create a comprehensive, baseline climate change vulnerability assessment and
to develop prioritized actions for dealing with climate-related and natural hazards using a field-
tested approach, known as Community Resilience Building (CRB) Workshop. The Franklin
Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) is a state-certified MVP Provider and was hired by
the Town of Gill to assist engage in a community-driven process that brought together climate
change information and local knowledge to conduct community outreach and the CRB
Workshop.

2 https://www.mass.gov/doc/drought-status-history-0/download and https://www.mass.gov/info-details/history-
of-drought-declarations-in-massachusetts#6-1-2024-through-present
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View the MVP grants in the tabs below: cipal Vulnerability Preparedness Program
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Figure 1. Map of Massachusetts in the MVP grants viewer
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2. Community Resilience Building Workshops

Summary of Findings

The Town of Gill, population 1,831, has conducted a number of planning projects in previous
years, including its 2020 Hazard Mitigation Plan, which enabled the Town to identify high
priority hazards as well as areas, infrastructure and populations vulnerable to a variety of
hazards, and action items to address hazards. Gill also updated its Open Space and Recreation
Plan in 2021.

In spite of Gill’s diligence in completing these planning efforts, there is still a need for the
community to conduct a hazard assessment across scales — from individual buildings and
bridges to rivers and landscapes, and across sectors — infrastructure, society and environment —
looking specifically through the lens of climate change and its likely impacts on the Town. This
project used the Community Resilience Building (CRB) process
(www.communityresiliencebuilding.org), including holding two 4-hour Community Workshops
on January 20 and February 11, 2026.

The Workshop’s central objectives were to:

e |dentify top local natural and climate-related hazards of concern;

e I|dentify existing and future strengths and vulnerabilities;

e Develop prioritized actions for Gill;

e |dentify immediate opportunities to collaboratively advance actions to increase
resilience.

During the workshops, participants considered climate change impacts most likely to affect Gill,
both in quantity and intensity. The workshops also allowed participants to develop resiliency
actions Gill can take to build on identified strengths and vulnerabilities.

The workshop was critical to enabling participants to think about and engage with people from
different sectors. In addition to numerous town residents who participated, representatives
from the Highway Department, Police Department, Fire Department, Emergency Management,
Town Administration, Select Board, Planning Board, Conservation Commission, and Energy
Commission came together to discuss the most threatening hazards to the Town of Rowe and
to agree upon high priorities and actions to address them.


http://www.communityresiliencebuilding.org/
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3. Top Hazards and Vulnerable Areas

During discussions, residents recalled several recent extreme weather events that affected
areas of town: recent high wind events that involved significant blowdowns in forested areas,
closing off roads and causing power outages; flash flooding events that have caused erosion
along roads including a large landslide that took out part of Route 2 just downstream of the
Turners Falls Dam; droughts that have affected farm crops; and an increased frequency of
extreme hot weather and extreme cold events, one of which led to burst pipes and flooding in
the basement of the Town Hall.

Top Hazards

Workshop participants discussed a number of hazards that affect Gill, deliberating on how
frequent, how intense and how widespread each hazard has been and could potentially be in
the future. Hazards discussed included: dam failures, severe winter storms/ice storms,
hurricanes, windstorms/microbursts, tornados, floods, wildfires, droughts, and extreme
temperatures. Top hazards identified by the participants are as follows:

Gill's
TOP HAZARDS

Extreme Extreme

Precipitation Drought Wind & Microbursts

Temperatures

Vulnerable Areas
Infrastructure

Undersized culverts and stream crossings on Chapell Drive, West Gill Road, Main Road near FM
Kuzmeskus, and Barney Hale Road are a concern. There is a bridge that is partially shut down on
North Cross Road.

The area in Gill along Boyle Road and North Cross Road is known for shallow wells, low
producing wells, wells that go dry, and wells that collapse. Increased water use in that area (i.e.
from accessory dwelling units or other new dwellings) could create supply issues.

There is limited firefighting water available on the west side of town.
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The sewer pump station in Riverside is vulnerable near the confluence of Heal-all Brook and the
Connecticut River.

On Main Road, a 6-inch metal culvert is completely exposed and appears to be nonfunctioning.
The culvert may be a safety hazard to drivers and DPW equipment.

Cell phone coverage in town has a notable gap around the Public Safety Complex (Police, Fire,
Highway, Emergency Operations Center) at 196 Main Road. In addition, in West Gill on Center
Road, there is an area with no cell service.

Mud Season travel is particularly difficult on Ben Hale Road.

Several tributaries to the Connecticut River have been experiencing siltation near the
confluence with the CT River, threatening infrastructure. This includes Heal-All Brook, and the
unnamed stream near Chappell Drive.

Environmental

Recent blowdowns on Pisgah Mountain and along Barney Hale Road are fuel for a potential
forest fire.

Forested areas around Darby and Mason Hills
have difficult access into large forest tracts,
which may affect forest fire fighting capability
if needed.

Though there are trails on private land,
particularly for snowmobiling, the public do
not necessarily have access to them.

Along the Connecticut River, riverbanks have
been eroding at an accelerated pace,
exacerbated by the sub-daily river fluctuations
from the operation of Northfield Mountain
Pumped Storage Project in Northfield. This
causes the loss of farmland, and has led to
steep bank slopes, making recreation and
emergency access difficult, and water access

for firefighting difficult along the entire Gill ) \ i

shoreline because the water is sometimes out

Of reach and the Shorellne excess“lely muddy_ Figure 2. Low water level on the CT River. Photo
submitted to FERC by Jonathan Trudel.
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Increased dam beaver activity along North Cross Road, South Cross Road, Ben Hale Road,
Barney Hale Road, and Main Road pose or potentially pose a threat to infrastructure.

Erosion along Dry Brook (also called Unadilla Brook) next to Center Cemetery has threatened an
embankment and could disturb graves if erosion gets worse.
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4. Current Concerns & Challenges Presented by Hazards and Climate Change

Community members and participants in the workshop discussed a number of hazards that
have affected the community in recent years. The following paragraphs describe the top
concerns identified during the community workshops.

Wind and Microbursts

Participants noted that several storms with high winds have happened in the past few years,
knocking many trees down. Two areas in town were hit with what seemed like a microburst:
one along Pisgah Mountain Road, making the road impassable for a week because of fallen
trees, the other on Bascom Road, which had an area of trees that were all knocked down.

Many workshop participants mentioned concern about there being no emergency shelter in
town. Two buildings could play that role for limited amounts of time, the town hall and the
elementary school, which is one reason why there is interest in making sure both have backup
generators installed.

Flooding and Extreme Precipitation

Workshop attendees expressed concern about the impacts flooding has had on the Town’s
roads. Undersized and aging culverts and bridges increase the threat of flooding, and erosion
has increased on roadside shoulders. The roads in Gill have inadequate drainage infrastructure
to manage stormwater for today’s storms. In addition, frequent freeze and thaw cycles create
potholes and create “Mud Season” conditions during every winter month on unpaved roads.
Washouts, mudding, and ice can make roads impassable leaving residents isolated in remote
locations.

Route 2 experienced a washout when heavy storms and flash flooding occurred in July 2023.

Stormwater runoff from several days of record level rainfall led to the erosion of one lane of
Route 2 in the area between the intersection with Main Road and the bridge over Fall River, as
a landslide occurred on the banks of the Connecticut River downstream of the Turners Falls
dam. Emergency repairs to stabilize and rebuild this major traffic corridor were undertaken by
the MA Department of Transportation. The work took several months and cost millions of
dollars.

There is a connection between road and culvert maintenance (described in the infrastructure
section) and the protection of wetlands and associated biodiversity, including aquatic organism
passage and impacts of salt and gravel that moves from roads to wetlands during severe rainfall
events.
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In 2025, a new beaver dam was established on South Cross Road that caused minor damage to
Green Hill Road when the dam breached during heavy rains in May. The dam has subsequently
been rebuilt and remains a threat. The dam is located entirely on private property, which
complicates the Town’s response to the threat.

Extreme Temperatures and Droughts

Gill is proud of its farms, and participants expressed concerns about prolonged droughts,

extreme precipitation events, and extreme temperatures and the effect on agricultural

products and the viability of farms in town.

Invasive species and the increase in pests due to extreme temperatures were also amongst the

top concerns discussed by workshop participants. A later first frost will allow for pests such as
mosquitoes and deer ticks to pose health risks to residents later into the year. Additionally,
invasive species are encroaching on public and private property, and the Town’s infrastructure
has been affected by invasive species such as oriental bittersweet and Japanese knotweed.
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5. Specific Categories of Concerns and Challenges

Infrastructure

Drinking Water Supply

There are two areas within Gill that have public water supply. The Riverside neighborhood and
western Route 2 area near Main Road are served by the independent Riverside Water District
with water purchased from the City of Greenfield. The Riverside District does not have a backup
source of water if Greenfield was ever unable to provide water. Northfield Mount Hermon
School (NMH) has a water supply system for its campus located at the northern end of town.
There are four other small public water supplies that are currently active. They include the Gill
Elementary School on Boyle Road, the Gill Tavern on Main Road, FM Kuzmeskus on Main Road,
and the Barton Cove Campground on Barton Cove Road.

All remaining areas of town have private individual wells. Participants expressed concern about
wells drying up during a drought, requiring that they be drilled deeper.

Fire Fighting Water Supply

Gill has fire hydrants in Riverside up to lower Main Road and on the NMH campus.
Bernardston’s hydrants can be used in the northwest corner of town.

The fire department can also pull water from the Connecticut River at the Barton Cove boat
ramp, as well as other locations like at the Split River Farm and on Center Road, but access can
be difficult because of fluctuating water levels from Northfield Mountain Pumped Storage
Project’s operations. When water levels are low, access is farther out and mud is difficult to get
through.

Northfield Mount Hermon School has a
water tower to improve pressure, and
would provide fire protection for their
buildings, including a 4-story dormitory
that is the biggest structure in Gill. NMH
installed a dry hydrant at Shadow Lake in
2024. The water level in 2025 dropped
below the level of the dry hydrant intake, ,
but the fire department can still draft

from this pond when water levels are A RS R S NS -
Figure 4. Gill Fire Department at Shadow Lake. Photo by

below the dry hydrant intake levels. Bill Kimball

10



Gill MVP Summary of Findings | DRAFT March 2026

Wastewater Treatment

The Riverside section of town (serving 113 homes and businesses) and NMH are the only areas
in town that are served by wastewater treatment systems.? The sewer system terminates at a
pump station on Riverview Drive; the sewage is pumped beneath the Connecticut River into the
Town of Montague’s sewer system. The Town contracts with the Montague Clean Water
Facility for sewage treatment.

Participants expressed concern that rainwater or groundwater is getting into the Riverside
Sewer System. The entire system was installed around 1980. There is a need for an updated
Infiltration and Inflow study. Some camera work was last done in 2012 and 2013, and the MA
Rural Water Association will be assisting the sewer district with the use of a camera in the near
future.

The sewer pump station is on Riverview Drive, near Heal-all Brook. There is silt buildup in the
Connecticut River at the confluence with Heal-all Brook. Further build up could result in water
backing up in the cove, and the brook, then posing a risk to the sewer pump station. Significant
infrastructure is near this brook and river. Land along much of the shoreline is owned or
managed by FirstLight Power, and coordination would be necessary.

The rest of town uses private septic systems for wastewater treatment.

Roads & Public Transportation

Gill has 38 miles of roads maintained by the town. Of
those 38 miles, 10.4 miles (27% of Gill’s roads) are
unpaved or gravel roads. Route 2 is a state highway that
runs across the southern end of Gill.

Shifting weather patterns due to climate change are
increasing the difficulty of maintaining unpaved
roadways, especially given the increase in freeze/thaw
cycles seen throughout the season. Camps along the
Connecticut River have unpaved private roadways and
can be difficult to access by emergency vehicles during

parts of the year.

Figure 5. Freeze-thaw cycles lead to
deteriorating road conditions. Photo by
Vicky Jenkins.

Gill’s highway superintendent has observed more and
more severe storms, and Gill’s roads don’t have enough

3 NMH’s wastewater treatment system was recently updated.

11
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designed drainage and cross pipes. The highway superintendent has observed that road
drainage systems that worked before are no longer adequate.

Participants also noted that several storms with high winds have happened in the past few
years, knocking many trees down.

The Franklin Regional Transportation Authority (FRTA) does not offer any transportation routes
through Gill. FRTA provides demand-response transportation services in Gill for anyone aged 60
and older, and for people with disabilities. Most people in Gill depend on roads and cars for
their transportation.

Gill has one road that is not maintained in the winter, Pisgah Mountain Road. Drivers using GPS
systems for directions sometimes are not warned that the road is impassible in the winter, and
the town has had to respond to drivers getting stuck on this road in the winter. In recent years,
the town has had to block off the road with a barricade.

Culverts and Bridges

In the late spring and summer of 2023, FRCOG
conducted an inventory and assessment of Gill’s
culverts (defined as any structure that conveys water
that is less than 10 ft in diameter) on public roads.
The survey did not include culverts along Route 2 and
did not include private driveways. FRCOG identified a
total of approximately 526 culvert and drainage
structures on Gill's roadways. Of these, 7% were
Poor, and 4% were identified as being in Critical
condition needing immediate attention for either
replacement or maintenance. Of the culverts and
bridges, there are 101 structures associated with
stream crossings of which two were in critical
condition and four were in poor condition.

Gill’s highway superintendent reports an increase in
galvanized pipe failures due to aging infrastructure,
resulting in sinkholes in roads and nearby areas.

Electrical Infrastructure Figure 6. A culvert on West Gill Road in critical
condition as of the 2023 FRCOG culvert survey.

Power lines can be knocked out by snow and ice, in Photo by FRCOG

addition to wind events, causing extensive impacts to

12
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the Town. Wind causing downed trees leading to power outages is of special concern
throughout Town.

Eversource used to have a grant program that provided money to towns for mowers to help cut
back brush along utility lines, but Eversource eliminated the program in 2000. The equipment
the town got under that program is now aging out. The Town may want to look into sharing
certain pieces of equipment with other towns.

Communications

The Town of Gill negotiated a new 10-year cable license with Comcast in 2016 and will be
negotiating a renewal license for 2026-2036. Comcast’s cable infrastructure reaches 95-96% of
the households in Town.

Verizon’s copper lines are still installed and in use throughout the town, although, more and
more households have discontinued their landlines in favor of the convenience and lower cost
of cell phones and voice-over-internet phones.

Most areas of town have decent cellular service from the major carriers, with a notable and
well -known exception of a %- to %-mile radius around the Public Safety Complex (Police, Fire,
Highway, Emergency Operations Center) at 196 Main Road. In addition, in West Gill on Center
Road, there is an area with no cell service.

Buildings and Facilities

Town Hall: The area around town hall has a
high water table, and the building requires
two sump pumps that run year-round during
normal or elevated levels of groundwater.
Heating and cooling is provided by mini-splits.
There is a forced hot water boiler that is still
operational, but should only be run when the
mini-splits are turned off -- during a multi-day
sub-zero temperature spell, both units were
run at the same time, and that resulted in
frozen pipes that flooded % of the first floor
and most of the basement. The building is
wired with a generator transfer switch so that
a portable generator could be brought on site,
allowing the well pump and boiler to operate.

Gill Elementary School: According to the P
school district’s facilities manager, the Figure 7. Gill Town Hall. Photo by Vicky Jenkins

13
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elementary school is wired for a generator, and a standby generator would be very helpful. Air
conditioning is very much needed, and the school has been wanting to get one mini split for
every two classrooms installed, which would also provide a backup source of heat. A new roof
is in the works and it will be re-done to accept solar panels in the future. The new roof triggers
ADA compliance, so this has caused delays and additional expenses.

Highway Department, Police Department, and Fire Department: These departments are co-
located at 196 Main Road at the Public Safety Complex. An office and a meeting room within
the fire station are the Town’s Emergency Operations Center. Two oil-fired boilers heat the
building, and window air conditioners are used for the several offices and break rooms.
Vehicle/garage bays are heated but not air conditioned. The entire building is served by a diesel
emergency generator. The building has been recommended for mini splits, but there is not
enough power at the building to support them. The Energy Committee is working to fund this.
They will need 3-phase power at this building.

Library: Equipped with a generator transfer switch for use with a portable generator. Heated &
cooled with mini-splits, with a forced hot air furnace as a backup.

Dams

There are a number of dams near and far away from Gill that would impact Gill in the event of a
failure, but any of these would impact less than 10% of the town.

e Turners Falls Dam: The Turners Falls Dam on the Connecticut River, owned and operated
by FirstLight Power Services LLC, is federally regulated and is classified by the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) as a Low Hazard Potential dam. There are no areas
of Gill that would be impacted by the failure of this dam, except possibly Route 2 and the
Route 2 bridge abutments over the Fall River.

o Northfield Mountain Pumped Storage Project: Northfield Mountain Pumped Storage
Project is located east of Gill across the Connecticut River in Northfield and Erving and is
owned and operated by FirstLight Power Services LLC. The Emergency Action Plan for this
facility includes inundation maps for the Northfield Main Dam and the Northwest Dike of
the Northfield Mountain Upper Reservoir in Erving. Both the dam and the dike are
federally-regulated and are classified as High Hazard Potential dams by FERC.

o Northwest Dike: If the dike were to fail, floodplain areas in Gill along the Connecticut
River south of Four Mile Brook in Northfield would be impacted. Upon failure of the
dike, the nearest properties in Gill would have approximately 34-36 minutes before
the arrival of flooding.

o Main Dam: If the main dam failed, the floodplain and additional areas in Gill along
the Connecticut River south of the Millers River would be impacted. The portions of
Gill nearest the mouth of the Millers River would be impacted by flooding within
approximately 39-41 minutes. Residences and businesses located in the Riverside

14
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residential neighborhood would be impacted by flooding within approximately 53-

55 minutes. There is currently no flood warning siren in the Riverside neighborhood.
FirstLight has implemented a reverse 911 call system for residences within the inundation
area of the dam or dike, which would send a message to registered phone numbers within
minutes of a failure. Each year, FirstLight sends postcards to the addresses within
potential inundation zones with instructions on how to register for the reverse 911 call
system.

e Moore Dam: Approximately 158 miles upstream from Gill on the Connecticut River is the
Moore Dam in Littleton, New Hampshire and Waterford, Vermont. It is also owned and
operated by Great River Hydro and is a storage hydropower on the mainstem of the
Connecticut River. Under Probable Maximum Flood conditions, flood waters would
inundate a section of Munns Ferry Road and the area surrounding the intersection of
River Road and Pisgah Mountain Road, and flooding caused by a failure of the dam would
take 23 hours to reach Gill.

e Additional dams: Upstream of Gill is the Vernon Dam and Bellows Falls Dam on the
Connecticut River, as well as several U.S. Army Corps of Engineers flood control dams in
Vermont and New Hampshire.

e Harriman Dam: The Harriman Dam is owned and operated by Great River Hydro and is in
the upper Deerfield River watershed and located in Whitingham, VT. The only area of Gill
identified to be impacted by flooding if dam failure were to occur is the Fall River outlet
area. No residential or commercial structures are found in this area.

e At the corner of Vassar Way and Grist Mill Road (off of River Road), on Dry Brook, there
are remnants of dam and water backs up behind the remnants during high flow.

For town roads historically impacted by beavers there are periodically active dams on Barney
Hale Road, Ben Hale Road, Main Road, and North Cross Road that have required beaver
removal permits in order to protect road infrastructure.

Societal

Population Demographics

Gill’s population is 1,831, as of the U.S. Census 2023 American Community 5-year survey. The
median age in Gill is 43.6, which is lower than the median age in Franklin County (47.3 years)
but higher than it is statewide (40). Of the town’s population, 16% are aged 18 and younger,
and 20% are 65 and older. Approximately 90% of Gill’s residents are White alone, which greatly
exceeds the Massachusetts average.
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In terms of income, the annual median household income of Gill is estimated to be $90,000.
According to the Massachusetts 2020 Environmental Justice mapper online, the Town of Gill
does not currently have any environmental justice populations based on race, income, or
language proficiency. In 2010, the Riverside neighborhood of Gill was qualified for a Community
Development Block Grant, which demonstrates at that time at least 51% of the residents in the
neighborhood were low-moderate income, but the town has not received CDBG funding since
then.

Of Gill’'s working population, 41% have a commute of 15 minutes or less, with an estimated 17%
working from home. Residents would therefore be able to react quickly in the event of an
emergency close to home. Most people who commute do so by car.

Housing

Gill's housing is predominantly of one type — out of 674 housing units in town, 86% are single-
family homes, 25% of which were built before 1940. Older housing can cost more to maintain
and are less energy efficient without significant upgrades. Since 2010, 26 new homes have been
built in Gill; of those, 20 were single-family units, 6 were 2-family units, and none were multi-
family units. The state’s revision to zoning law and regulations breaking down zoning barriers to
allow Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) are helpful to promote housing, but high construction
costs and additional costs associated with installing or upgrading private wells and septic
systems are likely to damper enthusiasm for ADUs in rural areas.

The Franklin County Regional Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) operates one public
housing facility for seniors located in Gill. Stoughton Place is located off Main Road, a short
distance north of Route 2, and has 14 one-bedroom apartments, one of which is fully accessible
to those with mobility impairments.

Schools

Gill Elementary School (K through 6th grade) is the only public school in Town. Gill is part of the
Gill-Montague School District, and students go to Great Falls Middle School and Turners Falls
High School beyond the 6th grade. Because of declining school enrollment throughout the
county, the towns of Bernardston, Gill, Leyden, Montague, Northfield, and Warwick have been
exploring merging school districts (to be called the Great River Regional School District). If that
comes to fruition, students in those towns would attend middle school at what is now the
Pioneer Regional High School, and high school at the Turners Falls High School. Gill Elementary
School is owned by the town but leased and operated by the school district, making the use of
the space for emergency purposes somewhat difficult logistics-wise.
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NMH has a large generator that powers the entire campus. Their soccer field is a landing zone
that can be used for helicopters. NMH has been very helpful to the Town in the past, and, with
further discussion, the campus could be a resource during a disaster.

Town Communication and Community Connectivity

The Town currently has a volunteer-written quarterly newsletter that reaches a majority of
residents and is posted on the Town website. The Town subscribes to a Reverse 9-1-1 program
called CodeRED by Crisis24 and can initiate alerts that go out as telephone calls, text messages,
and emails. Residents in Gill can register through a link on the town website to receive CodeRED
messages.

Gill has several events held each year that foster a sense of community, including Christmas in
July (sponsored by the private Franklin County Boat Club), Fall Harvest Festival (organized by
the Town’s Agricultural Commission), and the bonfire at the elementary school (put on by the
Parent Teacher Organization).

Residents of Gill tend to be fairly self-sufficient, and are willing to help neighbors when needed.
However, participants noted that with an aging population and increase in extreme weather
events, there is a growing need for the Town to respond to seniors who can no longer do
everything for themselves. There is a Gill Neighbors group, not affiliated with the Town and
comprised of volunteers, who provide rides to seniors for appointments, pick up prescriptions
and groceries, and deliver library books.

Climate Migration and Future Development

As sea levels in the Commonwealth rise, populations may begin shifting inland, especially
towards communities in Franklin County which are viewed as being spacious and affordable,
relative to Boston and other coastal cities. Future climate migration may present development-
related challenges in the community, given the small size of the community and its current
resources.

Warming and Cooling Centers

One vulnerability for Gill that workshop participants noted is that there is no warming or
cooling center in Gill. The Town Hall and Elementary School lack backup generators, and if one
or both of them were able to find the funding for generators, either building could provide
warming or cooling over the short term.
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Emergency Response

Gill’s Fire, Police, and Public Works departments bear much of the burden of responding to the
increased human threats that result from climate-induced hazards. As severe storms and erratic
weather patterns increase in frequency, emergency services can be needed with greater
frequency.

Mutual aid agreements are in place at the regional, state, and inter-state level for fire, public
safety, and public works assistance in the event of an emergency.

The 2012 Gill Disaster and Recovery Plan listed the following locations as being places for
temporary shelters to be established if needed.

1. Play field behind Town-owned Riverside Municipal Building, 54 French King Highway

2. Town-owned farm field at intersection of Main and West Gill Roads, aka “Mariamante
property”

3. Gill Elementary School playground field at 48 Boyle Road
4. Northfield Mount Hermon School athletic fields
5. Boyle Lot on Center Road

These locations will serve as sites to erect temporary portable shelters. Ideally, temporary
shelters should be located as near as possible to public services such as a grocery store, house
of religion, jobs, medical care, human service agencies, and recovery centers. However, as none
of those public services are in Gill, siting of a temporary shelter will depend on other
considerations including availability of personnel to staff a shelter, numbers of people to be
sheltered, road and bridge closures, etc.

Provisions, Medicine, Fuel

Maintaining access to essential supplies like groceries, medicines, and fuel (for vehicles,
heating, and generators), as well as critical medical care and drug treatment during
emergencies is important during hazard events. Gill has very few retail establishments in town.
One gas & diesel station with a convenience store is located along Route 2 in the southern end
of town, and there are several farm stands and farm stores that offer farm-raised meats, eggs,
meat, dairy products, and seasonal produce.

There are no public hospitals or pharmacies in Gill. While there is a nurse’s office at the Gill
Elementary School and a health center at NMH, neither would be able to provide critical
medical care or drug treatment during a community-wide emergency.
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There is a 1,000 gallon diesel fuel tank at the Public Safety Complex that fuels the Highway
Department’s fleet. The safety complex is equipped with a generator that will supply the entire
building and their fuel pump. There is no storage of gasoline on site.

Environmental

Agriculture

Gill is an agricultural community with
excellent soils along the Connecticut
River. According to Gill’s 2021 OSRP, 868
acres in Gill (9.1% of Gill’s total land
area) are privately owned permanently
protected agricultural open space; 1,172
agricultural acres (12.4% of land area)
are temporarily protected as 61A lands.
Climate impacts such as drought,
excessive rain, and changing
temperatures may affect agriculture and

livestock for both commercial and

Figure 8. Bascom Hollow Farm in Gill. Photo by Brian
residential agricultural practices. Invasive  ponahye (pictured)

species also pose a threat to agriculture
in Gill.

Trees and Forests

Gill is 65-70% forested. Forests provide critical ecosystem services that help buffer the effects
of climate change, from storing and sequestering carbon, to increasing groundwater recharge,
to modulating local temperature. Trees and forests are also threatened by climate change.
Wind and storms cause blowdowns, drought can contribute to die-off, invasive plants and pests
are eliminating certain tree species and changing soil health, and others are in decline due to
shifting temperature and precipitation regimes that favor more southerly species. Many
foresters and ecologists, including those who served on the MA Climate Forestry Committee,
believe that a combination of passively-managed wild reserves and actively-managed
woodlands offer the best range of biodiversity, climate resilience, and other environmental
benefits.*

4 The MA Climate Forestry Committee was convened by the Healey Administration in 2023, and its reports and
recommendations are linked on this web page: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/forests-as-climate-solutions.
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Brush Fires and Forest Fires

With increased forestation, the Gill Fire Chief says there is an increased fuel load in town, with
lots of wooded land in between paved roads. Other than a power line and a snowmobile trail,
there is limited access into forested areas if a fire needed to be managed. Fire chiefs in Franklin
County have observed recent droughts increasing the risk of brush fires of a more severe
nature. In Gill, most brush fires are from people burning when they should not be doing
outdoor burning or failure to put out.

Fires can be important for maintaining biodiversity, so not all of them need to be put down
immediately, unless fires are a threat to life and property.

Parks and Open Space

Open space provides ecosystem services that help buffer the effects of climate change, from
sequestering carbon, to increasing groundwater recharge, to modulating local temperature.
Open space is also critical in floodplains for providing a buffer and increased flood storage, near
public water supplies to maintain high water quality and promote recharge, and to maintain
overall habitat connectivity that will be vital to allowing ecosystems and individual species to
adapt to a changing climate. From a social perspective, open space and parks also provide
opportunities for recreation and stress-relief, as well as relief from extreme heat events.

Figure 9. A view of Otter Pond in Blake Town Forest
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Invasive Species and Stress on Native Species

Forest and upland ecosystems are threatened by a variety of invasive species that pose a
significant challenge and have serious consequences for ecosystem health and resilience, and
these impacts are likely to increase in response to climate change. Warming temperatures will
also bring new invasives and vectors of disease to the area, and these will have an easier time
gaining a foothold if the Town’s natural ecosystems are simultaneously weakened due to
changes in climatic conditions.

Many gardeners and property owners in Franklin County, including Gill, have recently reported
observation of an Asian worm called jumping worms (Amynthas spp.) on their properties.
Although all or most earthworms in North America are believed to be non-native, jumping
worms pose an additional risk to forests and landscapes through their ability to alter the soil
structure and chemistry. They are able to quickly consume a critical layer of organic matter that
supplies nutrients vital for other wildlife, particularly in forests. UMASS Extension recommends
taking precautions not to spread them to new locations.>

Warmer, wetter conditions lead to increased mosquito and tick populations as well as a longer
season of activity, while the absence of sufficient periods of cold means that pest populations
that would historically have been killed off or reduced are able to survive the winter and
emerge in greater numbers the following season. Tick-borne illnesses most common in
Massachusetts are Lyme Disease, Babesiosis, and Anaplasmosis.® As the Massachusetts climate
begins to look more like the climate of the mid-Atlantic and southern states, we are seeing new
types of diseases show up in existing pests (e.g. mosquitoes carrying West Nile Virus, Eastern
Equine Encephalitis, or Zika and ticks carrying Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever). These changes
present a major public and animal health challenge in terms of education, prevention, and
treatment. A bite from a lone start tick can cause some people to develop a food allergy to red
meat, which is a public health threat and an economic threat to the local agricultural economy.

Waterbodies

Gill is surrounded by rivers on three sides. The Fall River is the western boundary of Gill, and
the Connecticut River is the eastern and southern boundary of Gill. Upstream of the Turners
Falls Dam, Ashuela Brook and Otter Brook/Dry Brook are tributaries to the CT River that flow
through Gill.

5> https://www.umass.edu/agriculture-food-environment/landscape/fact-sheets/jumpingcrazysnake-worms-
amynthas-spp
5 https://www.mass.gov/tick-borne-diseases
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Wetlands serve several important ecological functions, including flood storage and water
quality improvements. In Gill, the Massachusetts Wetland Protection Act regulations are
overseen by the Gill Conservation Commission. Conservation Commissions have the authority
and responsibility to regulate activities within the Riverfront Area under the wetland
regulations (310 CMR 10). The Riverfront Area is a 200-foot wide corridor on each side of a
perennial river or stream.

Gill’s zoning bylaws include a floodplain overlay district that is based on the 100-year floodplain
as identified by FEMA in 1980. All of Franklin County is in need of updated FEMA floodplain
mapping, and this is currently underway. Land uses within the floodplain are limited to farming,
forestry, recreation, and wildlife management, unless a building pre-dates when the zoning
provision went into effect.

Stormwater Runoff

Franklin County has experienced increased precipitation or precipitation intensity (flash
flooding) since around 2010. High intensity rainfall can overwhelm stormwater systems, such as
catch basins and culverts along roadways. As of 2016, statewide GIS analysis estimates that 3%
of Gill’s land area is covered with impervious surfaces. To retain river health and reduce erosion
problems along streams, staying below the 5% imperviousness level in any watershed is best.
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6. Current Strengths and Assets

The Town has taken a proactive approach to emergency preparedness, which was evident at
the workshop as participants readily provided vulnerabilities and strengths and actions to
address these vulnerabilities. Participants cited several strengths and assets that help keep
their community resilient in the face of climate change and other challenges. They include the
following strengths and assets:

Infrastructural

e Eversource recently completed a round of tree cutting along telephone & electric poles
in town, reducing impacts to power lines from fallen trees.

e The electrical distribution system (Eversource) has redundancies and no weak spots in
Gill.

e A water filtration and UV treatment system was installed at the Gill Elementary School
water supply in 2019 to address potential contamination.

e Franklin County fire departments provide good mutual aid and coordinate well together
to provide water to a fire site with tanker shuttles.

e Gill’'s new Engine 1 has a higher clearance and is 4-wheel drive vehicle, so is better at
getting to parts of town with gravel and farm roads.

e If all other communication goes down, there is a local ham radio group.

e Riverside sewer pump has a backup generator.

e The Town works hard to upgrade safety equipment, hold trainings, and have excellent
staff.

e No town-owned buildings are located in flood-prone areas.

e As of early 2026, there are 2 large-scale commercial solar systems, 3 small-scale
business solar systems, and 102 small-scale residential solar systems in Gill.” With 700
housing units in Gill as of the 2020 U.S. Census, that means approximately 14.5% of
housing units in Gill have solar power. The number of battery systems and generators
are unknown.

e The largest private bus company in Franklin County, FM Kuzmeskus, is based in Gill. In
the event of a large-scale evacuation, their fleet of vehicles could possibly be put into
use.

Societal

e Gill residents are independent, hardy, and tough.

7 Based on email communication between Mike Kane of Eversource with Andrea Donlon of FRCOG.
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e There are many farmstands and places to buy locally made and locally-sourced food in
Gill, despite having no supermarkets.

e Farmersin town help each other out.

e There are multiple community events in Gill that bring people together.

e Thereis anincrease in multi-generational living situations, with family members able to
help each other out.

e There are several senior centers in nearby towns that Gill residents can go to and take
advantage of.

Environmental

e There are extensive forests in Gill.

e Hiking trails in the Town Forest provide climate refuge and are well used.

e Local farms are a great asset.

e Beaver populations can enhance wetland resources and improve habitat and water
quality.

e Gill is one of the few towns in Franklin County that currently has a Green Burial
cemetery.

e Asof the 2021 Gill OSRP, 16.5% of Gill’s 9,474.6 acres was permanently protected.
Another 35% enjoys “temporary protection” under Chapter 61, 61A, and 61B tax
programs.

e During 2025, three permanent Conservation Restrictions (CRs) in Gill were filed at the
Registry of Deeds totaling 96 acres.
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7. Top Recommendations to Improve Resilience

High Priority Recommendations

Infrastructural

Prioritize culverts and drainage issues for maintenance, upgrade, or replacement. Prioritize
additional locations in need of drainage. Seek grants to fund work. Add cross-pipes under roads
and create better drainage opportunities using stormwater best management practices. Raise
funds to update bridges with structural problems.

Seek funding to be able to install backup generators at the Gill Town Hall and Gill Elementary
School so that these buildings can provide services during power outages and potentially be
used on a short-term basis as heating and cooling centers.

Contact cell tower companies to better understand gaps due to topography and identify
possible resolutions. See if a microtower would be possible, particularly near the Public Safety
Complex on Main Road in Gill. Provide residents of all ages information on newer cell phones
that have SOS feature, which will access any carrier for 911.

Societal

Work with the Franklin County Regional Housing and Rehabilitation Authority’s (HRA's) Director
of Property Management to find funding for a generator at the affordable senior housing
project at Stoughton Place, to be able to offer heating/cooling or the ability to power vital
equipment in the event of a power outage.

Increase housing diversity in Gill by updating the Gill zoning bylaw. Promote a network of
volunteers to support people as they age in town.

Create a tool and lending library, portable generators, portable sump pumps, and other
equipment could make the community more resilient.

Hold workshops to facilitate knowledge, skills, and resource sharing on forest conservation,
diversifying forest age structure to reduce forest blowdown impacts, and invasive species
removal.

Environmental

Include images in quarterly town newsletter to educate residents about different invasive
species. Consider targeted treatments in ecologically sensitive areas or other priority areas
identified by the community. Arrange for nature walks to teach residents how to identify
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invasive species and learn ways to control the spread. Work with other towns to create a
depository for invasive plants that need to be disposed.

Survey town for areas of greatest fire vulnerability; work with landowners to plan response to
blowdowns and fire. Identify structures that are most at risk. Engage with MassDCR to learn
if/how the agency considers access for fire control when reviewing/funding forest management
plans and forest cutting plans. Provide outreach to residents about creating a zone around
homes that is less fire-prone. Capitalize on synergy between trail work, recreation, and
firefighting access.

Maintain existing public trails; work with landowners to expand access on private land.
Consider developing a trails committee in town, similar to what Williamsburg and Ashfield have
done. Do it in a way that recognizes the ecological benefit of certain areas. Create accessible
trails for aging residents.

Continue working with FirstLight, state agencies, FRCOG, and other partners to reduce impact
of river fluctuations from Northfield Mountain Pumped Storage Project and to stabilize and
restore banks. Explore possibility of establishing secure access to the river for fire and rescue
vehicles. Improve road access to Stacey Ferry Road, off River Road, for water access.

Conduct regular/routine monitoring of Unadilla/Dry Brook next to Center Cemetery. Consult
with fluvial geomorphologist, engineer, wetlands specialists about preventative and protective
measures that could be taken to protect cemetery.

Medium Priority Recommendations

Infrastructural

Fix poor drainage in the problem road sections, rebuild the road base in failing sections,
stabilize road in soft sections, improve crown. Refer to FRCOG's Unpaved Road Stormwater

Management Toolkit for best management practices on unpaved roads. Consider posting

seasonal weight limits on some roads. Seek grants to fund work.

Improve drainage and stabilize roadside shoulders to prevent stormwater from eroding soil into
waterways. Re-shape and re-ditch the shoulders so runoff flows in a controlled path rather than
washing across bare soil. Add stone berms, check dams, or vegetated swales to slow water
down and reduce erosive force. Stabilize shoulder areas using gravel, crushed stone,
erosion-control matting, or vegetation.

Find funding to establish more firefighting water access locations in Gill.
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Societal

Identify, plan, and share information about a location that can serve as a shelter for residents
who cannot shelter in place. Take time to create a culture of giving and receiving help among
neighbors and community members.

Utilize the town newsletters, email lists, and website to improve emergency information and
local services outreach. Refer residents and provide training on creating a home survival kit and
how to prepare homes and structures for drought, wildfire and severe storms. Develop
evacuation plans for areas that may be difficult to evacuate during wildfires.

Create a list on the Town website of local farm stands. Update the brochure on Gill farms.
Promote local farms with more aggressive advertising.

Contact the Connecticut River Conservancy and see if locations in Gill could be added to their
water quality monitoring program.
Environmental

Increase number of locations monitored by Pioneer Valley Mosquito Control District. Educate
residents about mosquito control preventative measures. Educate residents about tick-borne
ilinesses, subsidized tick testing & seek funds to continue program.

Survey town for swimming possibilities and assess what would be needed to make them usable
and accessible. Identify opportunities and landowners who may be open to allowing more
access to water and trails in town.

Survey town for opportunities to build new boating access site, or repurpose or expand use to
existing sites.

Low Priority Recommendations

Infrastructural
Work with FirstLight to survey and address tributaries that pose a risk to infrastructure at the

confluence with the Connecticut River.

Conduct a tree risk assessment to identify high-risk trees along roadways and remove high-risk
or hazard trees. Increase resident awareness about who is responsible for what trees. Evaluate
town budget for tree crew.

Conduct an Inflow & Infiltration study to identify where rainwater or groundwater is entering
the Riverside Sewer System.
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Increase the number of town residents on the CodeRed alert system by seeking funding for
outreach project to sign up as many people as possible, continuing to publicize CodeRed in the
Gill newsletter, and consider an insert in the 2027 annual census mailer.

Identify backup water source or connections for Riverside section of town and support land use
practices that maintain healthy groundwater for private wells throughout town.

To alleviate private water shortages during droughts, the public safety complex has a generator
and can provide water in the case of power outages. Ensure that Board of Health/FRCOG FCCIP
is aware of local issues of wells going dry. If necessary, work with the planning board to
promote zoning districts and lot size requirements that maintain sustainable water use of
groundwater, depending on location in town.

Societal

Continue to track vulnerable populations in Gill and enhance a culture of neighbors helping
neighbors. Help invigorate local neighbors volunteer group, explore opportunities for public
transportation in Gill, and promote formation of neighborhood groups.

Environmental

Conserve forest land. Designate wild reserves, and more broadly promote ecological/climate
forestry that maintains diverse forest age, structure, and species.

Conserve more farmland and support viability of local farms by working with farmers to
broaden access to local food, working with Agriculture Commission to ensure farmers know
what state and federal support is available for pest and weather impacts, and setting aside
funds for Town match on Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) projects.

Survey town for infrastructure vulnerable to impacts from beaver dams, and work with
landowners and state agencies to see if beaver impoundments can be managed.

Protect coldwater fishery habitat in town by assessing the status of these fish and opportunities
to revive fishery or promote new fishing opportunities and promoting vegetated riparian
buffers along all waterbodies.
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8. CRB Workshop Participants

Attendees of the CRB Workshops are listed in the following table:

Workshop #1 Workshop #2

Department/Group

On 1/20/26 On 2/11/26

Jim Asbel Resident X

Doris Beaubien Resident X X

. Emergency Management Director,
Gene Beaubien X X
Core Team member

Planning Board member, Core Team

Mark Beaudry X X
member

Tupper Brown Resident X

Claire Chang Energy Commission member X

. Conservation Commission chair, Core
Brian Donahue X X
Team member

Andrea Donlon FRCOG X X
Dan Flagg Resident X
Evan Fox Resident X X
Liz Gardner Resident X
Holly Grosvenor Resident X
Erika Heilig Resident X
Vicky Jenkins Energy Commission chair, Core Team X X
member
Ellen Johnson Resident X
Michael Kane Eversource X X
Jess Kern Resident X X
Bill Kimball Fire chief, Core Team member X X
Sue Kramer Resident X
Chet Kuzentskoski Resident X
Administrative Clerk, Conservation
Nona LaGrande Commission member, Core team X X

member
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Workshop #1 Workshop #2

Department/Group

On 1/20/26 On 2/11/26

Kimberly Noake MacPhee | FRCOG X

Janet Masucci Resident X X

John Miner Highway Superintendent, Core Team X X
member

Joan Pillsbury Resident X

Ray Purington Town Administrator, Core Team X X
member

Chris Redmond Police chief, Core Team member X X

Emily Samuels Resident X

Steven Schechterle Resident X

Colleen Sculley Resident, Core Team member X X

Seth Tuler Resident, Core Team member X X

Nicki Vassar Resident X

Alan Wallace Resident X X

John Ward Select Board member X

Barbara Watson Resident X X

In addition, a public listening session was held on March 23 as part of a select board meeting.
All members of the public were encouraged to attend. A draft Summary of Findings was
available for public review and a presentation was given to summarize the results of the
community workshops.
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9. Citation

Town of Gill (2026) Community Resilience Building Workshop Summary of Findings Report,
Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) and Town of Gill, Massachusetts.
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10. CRB Workshop Project Team

The Town’s Core Team for the MVP Planning Grant included the following individuals:

Name Role ‘
Gene Beaubien Emergency Management Director

Mark Beaudry Planning Board member

Brian Donahue Conservation Commission chair

Vicky Jenkins Energy Commission chair

Michael Kane Eversource

Bill Kimball Fire chief

Administrative Clerk, Conservation
Nona LaGrande o
Commission member

Tim McKinney Northfield Mount Hermon School
John Miner Highway Superintendent

Ray Purington Town Administrator

Chris Redmond Police chief

Colleen Sculley Resident

Jeff Suprenant Water/Sewer district

Seth Tuler Resident

The Core Project Team, along with technical assistance from FRCOG, planned and facilitated the
two-day workshop (totaling eight hours). FRCOG was responsible for preparing the CRB
workshop materials, leading presentations, and organizing group exercises. Members from the
Town’s Core Team met twice before the workshops to go over Gill’s background information
and planning for the workshops, and during the workshops facilitated and documented key
information during the group exercises.
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Figure 10. Photo of participants at the Community Workshop #1
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11. Appendices

CRB Risk Matrix

Maps

Workshop Presentations

Sign in sheets

Listening Session Presentation

Summary of Public Comments
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[Placeholder for Critical Facilities and Infrastructure Map]
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[Placeholder for Environmental Map]

36



Gill MVP Summary of Findings | DRAFT March 2026

O

37



Gill MVP Summary of Findings | DRAFT March 2026
Public Comment Period

This is copied from Rowe — include after Gill’s Public Listening Session

A public listening session and public comment period were held to provide Rowe residents and Town
Officials an opportunity to review and comment upon the draft Rowe MVP Resiliency Plan.

The public listening session was held as a standalone meeting on May 10, 2021 at 1:00pm via Zoom.
FRCOG Staff provided an overview of the MVP program as well as findings from the workshop, provided
opportunities for feedback on the Town’s top resiliency actions, and answered questions from
attendees.

The following town representatives, EEA and FRCOG staff attended:

e List

At the end of the listening session, participants voted on which action item the Town should
pursue first. Addressing stormwater management & drainage issues received 3 votes and
completing an assessment of vulnerable populations & developing resources for seniors
received 2 votes. Participants noted the network of dirt roads is an important part of Rowe’s
rural character, so implementing strategies that will help to make these roads more resilient to
heavy precipitation events is essential.

Overall, the meeting attendees were happy with the plan and presentation.

The public comment period was held from May 10, 2021 to May 24, 2021, during which the public was
invited to submit comments via email. All comments received during the listening session were
incorporated into the plan.

The public listening session and public comment period were advertised on the Town of Rowe’s website
on the MVP page, and in the Town newsletter.
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