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Section 11: Appendices 
 

Appendix A: Public Involvement and Advertising 
 

 

 

GILL ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 

Newsletter October 13, 2011 

 
Gill Open Space & Recreation Plan Update 

Public Survey 
 
As part of the Gill Open Space and Recreation 2011 
Plan update, the Town is seeking public input to help 
identify goals for open space and recreation in Gill. An 
on-line survey is available at: 
www.surveymonkey.com/s/GillOSRP2011PublicSurvey 
or at www.gill.org - click on òTake a Survey to help 
update Gill's Open Space & Recó. Paper copies of the 
survey are available at the Town Hall. All surveys should 
be completed online or returned to the Gill Town Hall 
by Friday, October 28, 2011. 
 
This plan is being developed by the Gill Open Space and 
Recreation Planning Committee with technical assistance 
from the Franklin Regional Council of Governments. 
Funding is provided by a District Local Technical 
Assistance Grant from the Commonwealth of 
Massachusettsõ Department of Housing and Community 
Development. For more information, please call Ray 
Purington, Town of Gill Administrative Assistant, (413) 
863-9347. 
 
Also - mark your calendar! The Gill Open Space and 
Recreation Plan Public Forum will be held on 
November 2 at 7pm at the Gill Town Hall with 
refreshments provided. 

 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Mary/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2DIK8XFY/www.surveymonkey.com/s/GillOSRP2011PublicSurvey
http://www.gill.org/
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Appendix A: Public Involvement and Advertising (cont.) 
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Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas 
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Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.) 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan Å Page 5 

Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.) 
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Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.) 
 

 
 

Open Space Advisory Committee 

AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE 

September 14, 2011 @ 7:00pm 

at the Gill Town Hall 

 

Call to Order 

 

Review of Minutes 

 

Progress Update, Info from Committee Members  

 

Continue Review of 2005 Open Space & Recreation Plan 

 

Begin Discussion of Survey Questions 

 

Things to work on for next time 

 

Old Business/ New Business 

 

Other business as may arise after the agenda has been posted. 

 

Adjournment 
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Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.) 
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Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.) 
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Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.) 
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Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.) 

 
 

Open Space Advisory Committee 

AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE 

November 30, 2011 @ 6:00pm 

at the Gill Town Hall 

 

Call to Order 

 

Progress / Process Update from the FRCOG 

 

Review final Action Plan 

 

Things to work on for next time 

 

Old Business/ New Business 

 

Other business as may arise after the agenda has been posted. 

 

Adjournment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Placeholder for final meeting ï December 14, 2011 Sign In 
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Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.) 
 

Placeholder for final meeting ï December 14, 2011 Sign In 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Placeholder for final meeting ï December 14, 2011 Agenda 
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Appendix C: Public Survey and Public Forum Survey Results 
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Appendix C: Public Survey and Public Forum Survey Results (cont.) 

 
 

 

Public 

Forum 
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Appendix D: Publications, Resources and Other Supporting Documents 

      
 



 

2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan Å Page 31 

Appendix C: Publications, Resources and Other Supporting Documents (cont.) 
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Appendix C: Publications, Resources and Other Supporting Documents (cont.) 
Gill Farms - Inside 
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Appendix D: Publications, Resources and Other Supporting Documents (cont.) 
 

Potential Funding Related to Route 2 Scenic Byway Designation 

 

Federal 

Scenic Byway Funding 

Within the U.S. Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

leads The National Scenic Byways Program. The Program is a grassroots, collaborative effort 

established to help recognize, preserve and enhance selected roads throughout the United States. 

The Secretary of Transportation recognizes certain roads as Americaôs BywaysÈðAllȤAmerican 

Roads or National Scenic Bywaysðbased on one or more archaeological, cultural, historic, 

natural, recreational and scenic intrinsic qualities. 

 

The Secretary of Transportation makes grants to states and to Indian tribes to implement projects 

on scenic byways. Federally designated, stateȤdesignated, and tribally designated scenic byways 

are all equally eligible for these grants, with no order of priority. Up to $43.5 million was 

authorized for the 2009 fiscal year. FHWA eligibility criteria favor largeȤscale, highȤcost projects 

that provide strategic benefits to the byway and the byway traveler.  

 

Projects submitted for consideration should benefit the byway travelerôs experience, whether to 

help manage the intrinsic qualities that support the bywayôs designation, shape the bywayôs 

story, interpret the story for visitors, or improve visitor facilities along the byway. 

 

There are eight categories of eligible project activities: 

State and Tribal Programs 

Corridor Management Plan 

Safety Improvements 

Byway Facilities 

Access to Recreation 

Resource Protection 

Interpretive Information 

Marketing Program 

 

Applicants must first consult the State Byway Coordinator about eligibility questions and steps 

for submitting an application. State byway coordinators establish specific criteria and procedures 

for making eligibility decisions, prioritizing projects and submitting applications to the FHWA 

division office. Some state programs set application due dates that are earlier than those set by 

FHWA. Some programs also limit the amount of funding for which each applicant can apply. 

 

National Scenic Byways Program funds are provided on a reimbursement basis. The maximum 

federal share is 80 percent. Private, local, Indian tribe and state funds may be used as the match 

share. Applications are available on the National Scenic Byway website at 

ww.bywaysonline.org. Applicant organizations must also be registered with Grants.gov. The 

details of this registration process can be found on the Grants.gov website at 

http://grants.gov/applicants/organization_registration.jsp. 

 

http://grants.gov/applicants/organization_registration.jsp
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Appendix C: Publications, Resources and Other Supporting Documents (cont.) 
Conservation Tax Incentive 

In 2006, Congress passed a law amending 26 US Code 170(h) to expand tax incentives to 

landowners who choose to donate a conservation easement on their land to a land trust, 

government agency or publicly supported charity that will permanently protect important 

conservation land. The 2008 Farm Bill included a 2Ȥyear extension of the conservation tax 

incentives, which now apply to easements donated between January 1, 2006 and December 31, 

2009. A conservation easement limits the uses of the land for current and future owners. It is an 

agreement between the donor and the land trust, agency or organization, and can allow for 

certain uses to continue (such as farming) but may limit other types of development (such as 

residential or commercial) in the future. Public access may or may not be granted. The incentive: 

 Raises the deduction a donor can take for donating a conservation easement from 30 

percent of his or her income in any year to 50 percent; 

 Allows qualifying farmers and ranchers to deduct up to 100 percent of their income; and 

 Extends the carryȤforward period for a donor to take tax deductions for a voluntary 

conservation agreement from 5 to 15 years. 

  

Appraisal of the land must be done by a qualifying appraiser and the land must meet certain 

conservation purposes to qualify. It is important to note that this incentive is due to expire at the 

end of 2009. The Land Trust Alliance, a national conservation organization, is working with 

other interested parties to make the changes permanent and provides additional upȤtoȤdate 

information on the conservation tax incentive on their website at www.lta.org/policy/taxȤpolicy. 

 

Federal Historic Tax Credits 

Federal income tax credits are available for incomeȤproducing residential and commercial 

property owners for qualified historic restoration projects. An ownerôs personal residence is not 

eligible. Under the Federal Rehabilitation Tax Incentive Program, owners of a property that is 

listed on the National Register or is within a National Register Historic District may deduct 20 

percent of the cost of a major restoration project on their taxes. Restoration must be significant, 

exceeding the greater of the adjusted basis of the buildings or $5,000, and work can be phased 

over a fiveȤyear period when there are architectôs drawings and specifications prepared for the 

work. Restoration work must follow the Secretary of the Interiorôs Standards. The program is 

administered through the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC). A 10 percent tax credit 

is available for buildings that are not listed in the National Register but were built before 1936. 

 

Regional 

Greater Franklin County Economic Target Area 



 

2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan Å Page 35 

Appendix E: NHESP Endangered Species Fact Sheets 

 
Note: Fact Sheets included in final PDF 

 

NHESP Statewide List of Rare Mammals 

Scientific Name Common Name MESA* Status Federal Status 

Water Shrew Sorex palustris Special Concern   

Rock Shrew Sorex dispar Special Concern   

Indiana Myotis Myotis sodalis Endangered Endangered 

Small-Footed Myotis Myotis leibii Special Concern   

Southern Bog Lemming Synaptomys cooperi Special Concern   

Sperm Whale Physeter catodon Endangered Endangered 

Fin Whale Balaenoptera physalus Endangered Endangered 

Sei Whale Balaenoptera borealis Endangered Endangered 

Blue Whale Balaenoptera musculus Endangered Endangered 

Humpback Whale 
Megaptera 
novaeangliae Endangered Endangered 

Northern Right Whale Eubalaena glacialis Endangered Endangered 
*Massachusetts Endangered Species Act 

Source:  NHESP BioMap and Living Waters, 2009 
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Appendix F: Source Water Assessment Report 
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Appendix F: Source Water Assessment Report (cont.) 
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Appendix F: Source Water Assessment Report (cont.) 
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Appendix F: Source Water Assessment Report (cont.) 

 
 



 

2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan Å Page 40 

Appendix G: ADA Self Assessment Report 

 
TOWN OF GILL  ADA INVENTORY OF TOWN PUBLIC ACCESS LAND  

 
The general public in Gill uses one town-owned property, the Gill Elementary School and 

adjoining nature area.  A brief assessment of the siteôs resources follows. Since the 2005 OSRP, 

the Town Forest was established. To date, no plans have been put in place to   

 

This inventory employed standards used by the Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services 

that are based on state and federal guidelines.  The inventory was completed by Franklin 

Regional Council of Governments Planning Department staff experienced in assessing parks and 

playgrounds for their level of accessibility. 

 

 

Gill Elementary School Playground and Adjoining Nature Area 

 

The Town of Gill Elementary School is located east of Boyle Road, which runs north south.  The 

school is perched on a hill with level parking on the north end of the school as well as directly in 

front of it.  The land in back of the school slopes west towards the nature area, which straddles 

Ashuela Brook.  The paved area north of the school contains two basketball nets.  There is one 

handicapped parking space directly in front of the school.  In back of the school, there is a large 

grass-covered hill that slopes to a level area, which contains a soccer field between two baseball 

diamonds.  There is one large wooden play structure with wood chips as a playground surface.  

Surrounding this is uneven lawn.  There are four small climbing and riding play structures 

nearby the large play structure.  On the southern end of the playground at different points on the 

sloped lawn and on more level areas are a small swing set and several climbing structures.  The 

nature area to the east contains paths through high grass.  The nature area is inaccessible from the 

handicapped parking space in front of the school. 

 

It is suggested that a path made with TR7, a stone dust material, be created from the paved 

handicapped parking space to a level area in front of the school.  A handicapped-accessible 

picnic table could be constructed between the trees.  An accessible play structure could also be 

developed there.  When packed down, the TR7 material can provide an adequate surface for 

anyone with mobility challenges.   

 

Gill Town Forest 

 

The Gill Town Forest is located in the northwestern corner of town.  The 162.5 acre parcel has 

frontage and access from Bascom, Hoe Shop, and Dole Roads, with a primary access point and  

informal, roughly graded parking area off of Hoe Shop Road.  Dole Road is a paved road, and 

Bascom and Hoe Shop Roads are gravel. 

 

The property is subject to a Conservation Restriction which is held by the Massachusetts 

Department of Conservation and Recreation.  The site is primarily wooded, with hemlock, oak, 

and pine the dominant species.  The Falls River forms the western boundary of the Town Forest.  

The northeastern corner of the property features Otter Pond, which is a glacial kettle hole pond,  
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Appendix G: ADA Self Assessment Report (cont.) 

 
as well as several impressive glacial eskers.  There are several abandoned beaver ponds which 

add to the habitat diversity of the Town Forest, and provide ample breeding grounds for 

mosquitoes! 

 

The property was donated to the Town in September 2009, and is under the control of the 

Townôs Conservation Commission.  A Town Forest Task Force has been established, and is 

charged with gathering input on desired and suggested uses for the property, drafting recreation 

and stewardship plans, establishing trails, marking boundaries, and seeking grants and other 

funds. 

 

The Task Force has not yet discussed possible ADA uses for the property that would be allowed 

by and compatible with the Conservation Restriction.  
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Appendix G: ADA Self Assessment Report (cont.) 
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Appendix G: ADA Self Assessment Report (cont.) 

 
 


