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Appendix A: Public Involvement and Advertising
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The Recorder Saturday, June 18, 2011

Interest in open
space sought

GILL — The town is looking
for more members to serve on
a committee working to update
the town’s open space and
recreation plan.

The update is to help make
decisions for the current and
future open space and recre-
ation needs of the town. The
plan represents consensus on
the most important community
and natural resource needs in
town and on the best solutions
for addressing them. The five-
year action plan, when carried
out by the Open Space and
Recreation Advisory
Committee and other town
boards and commissions, will
successfully implement the
town’s open space and recre-
ation goals and objectives.

In order for the new plan to
accurately reflect residents’
goals for their town, more citi-
zen involvement is important.
Residents interested in serving
on the committee are encour-
aged to contact Administrative
Aid Ray Purington at the Gill
Town Hall at 413-863-9347.

In September, the commit-
tee will do a public survey to
get public input. In October, it
will host a public forum. Ideas
and ‘information gathered
throughout the 'plann'tu;g
process will be incorpora
into the plan and reflected in
the new open space and recre-
ation plan.

To see a copy of the 2005
plan, go to www.gillmass.org
or stop by the Gill Town Hall,
325 Main Road.
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Newsletter October 13, 2011

Gill Open Space & Recredabn Plan Update
Public Survey

As part of the Gill Open Space and Recreation 2011
Plan update, the Town is seeking public input to hel
identify goals for open space and recreation in Gill.
on-line survey is available at
www.surveymonkey.com/s/GillOSRP2011PublicSur
or atwww.gill.org c | i ¢ kake@ Survey to help
update Gill " s ORapencogep af th
survey are available at the Town Hall. All surveys sf
be completed online or returned to the Gill Town H3
by Friday, October 28, 2011

This plan is being develogedthe Gill Open Space al
Recreation Planning Committee with technical assi{
from the Franklin Regional Council of Governmeg
Funding is provided by a District Local Techr
Assistance Grant from the Commonwealth
Massachuset t $Hoéusiny anm &onmmomd]
Development. For more information, please call
Purington, Town of Gill Administrative Assistant, (4
8639347.

Also - mark your calendar! The Gill Open Space an(
Recreation Plan Public Forum will be held on
November 2 at 7pm atthe Gill Town Hall with
refreshments provided.

Open SpaPaeland Recreation

Pl an


file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Mary/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2DIK8XFY/www.surveymonkey.com/s/GillOSRP2011PublicSurvey
http://www.gill.org/

Appendix A: Public Involvement and Advertising (cont.)

Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan Update 2011

What is an Open Space and Recreation Plan?
An Open Space and Recreation Plan {OSRP] helps
provide a long-term vision for the Town and its
residents. Public participation is a critical element
in developing an OSRP that reflects the goals of
Gill's citizens.

Why do we need an updated Plan?

An OSRP can provide an accurate and thorough
basis for decision-making involving the current and
future open space and recreation needs of the
residents of Gill. Many communities use OSRPs to
budget capital improvements and to help
determine priority lands for open space
preservation or recreational use.

For more info, contact Ray Purington, Administrative Assistant, at {413) 863-9347 or administrator@gillmass.org

2011 Gill

Open

The Franklin Regional Council of Governments is
assisting the Town of Gill in updating their 2005
Open Space and Recreation Plan. The planning
process, induding a public forum and survey, is
taking place throughout the fall of 2011.
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Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas

Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan 2011

Kick Off Committee Meeting
May 24, 2011
Sign In Please
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Open Space Advisory Committee
AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE
May 24, 2011 @ 7:00pm
at the Gill Town Hall

Call o Order
Intreductions

we/Role of Open § Plan and Open Space Advisory Committes

Timeline. Process, and Meeting Schedule
(please bring your calendars, bopelully we can schedule the next 2-3 meetings)

Overview of 2005 OSP

Review of Sections 3. 4, & 5 {time permitting)
Section 3 — Community Setting
Section 4 - Environmental Inventory and Analysis
Section S — Inventory of Lands of Conservauon and Recreation Interest

Things to worek on for next tme

Old Business
New Business
Other business as may aise after the agenda has been posted,

Adjoumnment

2011 Gill Open SpaPae3and Recreation Pl an



Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.)

Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan 2011

Committee Meeting
June 29, 2001
Sign In Please

Name Affiliation Email Phone Best Time to Reach You |
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Open Space Advisory Committee
AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE

Call to Order
Review of Minutes

Progress Update. Info from Committee Members

‘ontinue Review of 2003 ( Space & Recreation Plan

N

Old Business
New Business

Other business as may anise after the agenda has been posted.

Adjoumment

2011 Gill Open

June 29, 2011 @ 7:00pm
at the Gill Town Hall
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Appendix B:

Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.)

Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan 2011

Committee Meeting
August 17, 2001
Sign In Please

Best Time to Reach You

Name Affiliation | Email =
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Call to Order

Review of Minutes

Progress Update, Info from Committee Members.

Continue Review of U

ales to

Open Space Advisory Committee
AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE
August 17, 2011 @ 7:00pm

at the Gill Town Hall

n Space & Recreation Plan

Discuss Survey Questions. Plan for Conducting Survey

Things to work on for next time

Old Business

Adjoumment

2011
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Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.)

Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan 2011
Committee Meeting
September 14, 2011

Sign In Please

Name I _ Affiliation ; Email Phone

Best Time to Reach You |
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Call to Order

Review of Minutes

Progress Upda, Info from Committee Members

Continue Review of 2005 Open Space & Recreation Plan

Begin Discussion of Survey Questions

Things to work on for next time

Old BusinessNew Business

Other business as may arise after the agenda has been posted.

Adjournment

Open Space Advisory Committee
AGENDA &MEETINGNOTICE
September 12011 @ 7:00pm
at the Gill Town Hall

2011 Gill Open SpaPaeband Recreation
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Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.)

Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan 2011

Committee Meeting

A/ Rpunjgrs

STAE

October 12, 2011
Sign In Please
Name | Affiliation Email Phone | Best Time to Reach You
Toier oF |

Db
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Call to Order

Public Forum on Open Sp:

Open Space Advisory Committee
AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE
October 12 2011 @ 7:00pm

at the Gill Town Hall

& Recreation Plan

Discuss Survey Results

Review of Minutes

P oS Info from Committee Members

: Review of

ation Pl

Things 10 work on for next time

New Business

Adjournment

2011

Other business as may arise after the agenda has been posted.
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Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.)
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Open Space Advisory Committee
AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE
November 9, 2011 @ 7:00pm
at the Gill Town Hall

Call to Order

Review of Minutes

Progress Update. Info from Committee Members

Final Review of Updated Open Space & Recreation Plan

Adjoumment

2011 Gill Open SpaPae8and Recreation Pl an



Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.)

Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan 2011

Public Forum
Neovember 16, 2011
Sign In Please
Would you like to serve
Name Town Affiliation Email Phone on a future OSRP
committee?
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Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan 2011
Committee Meeting
November 30, 2011
Sign In Please
Name Affiliation | Email Phone Best Time to Reach You
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Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (ont.)

Open Space Advisory Committee
AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE
November 30, 2011 @ 6:00pm
at the Gill Town Hall

Call to Order

Progress / Process Update from the FRCOG

Review final Action Plan

Things to work on for next time

Old BusinessNew Business

Other business as may arise after the agenda has been posted.

Adjournment

Placeholder for final meetingi December 14, 2018ign In

2011 Gill Open SpaPagelland Recreation Pl an



Appendix B: Meetings Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.)

Placeholder for final meetingi December 14, 20185ign In

Placeholder for final meetingi December 14, 201 Agenda

2011 Gill Open SpaPagelland Recreation Pl an



Appendix C: Public Survey andPublic Forum Survey Results

Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan 2011: Public Survey

Survey is also available online at www.gillmass.org

Welcome!

Welcome to the Town of Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan Survey. Your
answers to this survey will help in the update of the Open Space and
Recreation Plan and will help the Town as it continues to plan for future
growth and protection of our natural, scenic, cultural and historic resources
- all the things that make Gill 2 spedial place to live.

All responses are anonymous. We greatly appreciate your feedback and
participzation in this survey.,

Please note that the Gill Open Space and Recreation Committee will be
hosting a public forum in October of 2011. More information on the public
forum will be available in the coming weeks,

What is the Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan?

The Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan establishes goals and ohjectives to
help guide the Town in its decisions regarding land use, open space, and
recreation. It is NOT a legally binding document. It can, however, help the
Town qualify for federal and state funding and matching grants for the
purchase and protection of recreation and open space land. And it can be
used 1o preserve our heritage, protect our natural and scenic resources and
ensure space for recreation while allowing growth and development to
occur that maintains the character of our community.

2011 Gill Open SpaPageland Recreation Pl an



Land Use and Land Preservation

More of Gill's land should be used for

2
3
=
2
o
9

Resigential including single-family, multi-family. senior and low-income housing
Commercial (stores and offices)

Industrial (manufacturing)

Agnculture

Forestry

Wildlife habitat

000000
000000
0000004

Othar

Which of the following types of land should the Town PRIORITIZE to permanently protect?
(choose your top three)

D Agricultural lands

2011 Gill Open SpaPageland Recreation Pl an



Land Use and Land Preservation | ccazinusd)

To permanently preserve open spaces in my town, | would be willing to (check all that
apply):

D Donate meney for the Town to buy land

[:] Donate some of my land to the Town

D Purchase land to protect from developers

D Sell my land at a discounted price

D Sell or contribute a conservation restriction to lmit future davelopment on my land

I:] Not sure. Would like more information on preserving land options.

D Other

For more information on Agricultural Preservation Restrictions and Conservation Restric-

tions, visit hitp://www.franklinlandtrust.org/questions.html or contact Franklin Land Trust
at 413-625-9151.

Open space land in Gill should be protected by (check all that apply):

I___] Federal government

D Land trust or other non-government agency
D Private land owners

[ stete

D Town

D Mot sure. Would like more information.

D Cther

For more information on land preservation and the North Quabbin Regional Landscape
Partnership, visit http://www.nqpartnership.org/ or call 978-248-2118.

2011 Gill Open SpaPageland Recreation Pl an



Open Space and Recreation

| and/or my family pursue the following recreational activities in Gill and elsewhere:

Pursue in Town Pursue efsewhere
Hasebad D D
Basketball D
Biking
Birding

Boating, nonpower
Boating. power
Camping
Cress-counlry sXiing
Fighing

Football
Geocaching
Golfing

Hiking

Horseback riding
Horseshoes
Hunting/target shooting
lce hockey

Ice skating
Joggingirunning
Outdaar exploring
Picnicking
Playground

Scenic driving
Siedding

Snow shoeing
Snowmobiling
Soccer

Swimming

OO0 OO0OO000O0O 00000000000 0000
OO0O00O0O00O00000000000000000000

Walking

Other

2011 Gill Open SpaPaelmnd Recreation
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Open Space and Recreation (Conc-nuad)

I and/or my family use the following recreation areas or programs:
Weekly Monthly
Sarton Cove

Connecticut River

Gill Seheol nature trail

Gill School playground

Mount Hermon facifities

My own land

Riverside Municipal Bidg (Green School)

Stacy's Ferry

OQOO0OO00O000
00/0]0/0)00/e!®
O00000O001
QOO0 O0000E

Town Forast

| and/or my family use the Connecticut River for the following activities:

Boating. non power O o O O
Boating. power O O O O
Fishing O O O O
Swimming O O O O
Viater ekiing O O O O

Are Gill recreational areas and programs well-publicized?

O ve

Are Gill recreational areas well-maintained?

OYQS
O

Comment

I would like the following recreational facilities or programs in Gill:

2011 Gill Open SpaPageland Recreation Pl an



Open Space and Recreation (I

Should a system of recreational trails be developed in Gill?
D Yas, for hikng
D Yes. for walking, biking wnd rollerbiading

D Yo%, for cross country sking

D No, | don't think trails are needesd

Please share any additional comments you may have about open space and recreation
Gill:

To encourage ongoing Town efforts concerning open space and recreation planning, |
would:

I:l Suppart an ongoing open space and recreation committce
D Viould like to serve on an open spece and racreation committea

D Do not think we need an open space and recreation committee

If you would like to serve | please provide your nama phone of emad hare {or cantact the Town Hall for more info)

2011 Gill Open SpaPageland Recreat
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A Littie about You

I've lived in town
O Less than Free years
O Five to ten years

O Ten to twenty yasas
O Twerty o fifty years
o Longer than fifty years

O | don't live in Gill

My age is

O 18 years old and under
O 19 to 25 years old
o 26 to 40 years old
O 41 to 55 years old

O 55 to 74 years ald

O 75 years ok snd over

18 to 25 years old
28 te 40 years old
41 to 55 years old
55 ta 74 years ald

75 years old ang over

O Would prefer not 1o answer

| currently

ORenlmyhm Oo—zw
O Qwn my home O 210 acres

Total number of children in my household

0-5 yoars old | I
62 yoars i T—
13-18 years l ; l

Total number of adults in my household including myself

L

Thank you very much for taking the time to completa this survey.

\We hope to see you at the Open Space and Recreation Plan public forum on October 19, 2011!

Total acres of land | own in Gill:

2011
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Appendix C: PubLLESu[\@y andPublic Forum Survey Results(cont.)

e

Town of Gill -
2011 Open Space and Recreation Plan Public
Survey Results: 36 Respondents Forum

About the 36 respondents:

Have lived in town;

2011 Gill Open SpaPageland Recreation Pl an



Home
ownership:

Total acres
owned
in Gill:

-2 acres
-0 acres.

_— 10-50 acyes

B More thao 50 acres

2011 Gill Open SpaPage2and Recreation Pl an



12 yeors old 3ad unger
= 19 to 25 years oid
5 to & years ol
4 o 55 years oid
W 55 o T4 yeans oid
TS pears dd and over

- S
About open space:
More of Gill's land should be used for:
Residential including
singhatarmily, meltfamily,
Somor and iow
income housing
Commercal (slores
o offices)
{menutestyrieg) W foree
- Neurd
_— Disagree
Wikdife habetat
0% 0% 80%
Other responses include: ,
*Some industrial would help if strategically located, but does not impair our rural charm. Same with commescial,
sAgricultursl should be encouraged.

smdustrial - depends on environmental impact from plant.
*Recreational [4-wheeling, snowmobile, walks, cross country sking)

2011 Gill Open SpaPageland
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Which of the following types of land should the Town PRIORITIZE

to permanently protect? (choose your top three)

0%

Rver asd s barky Fuod sbons Werkods Sero s
Agncuniallands Widide nabeat Fommes ands Henis 1 Obar

To permanently preserve open spaces in my town, | would be
willing to (check all that apply):

Not sure. Would ke
mora infoemation oo n
precsseving land options

Purchase jand 1o peotect
tomn desioperns

Tienit figlues devalag.
menton my fand

Sclimylandat
dscouned pros

Donate some of my
tand to the Town

T

0% 10%

% 40%

Other  .mothéng.weare slready too fand locked!  *Donate § to a land preservation agency.

responsés *Enough preserving, lets get 5 tax base +l wauld danate if | appreved of the purchase
: ; “Would 0ot do any of the above, Wlark with land trusts 1o achisve these.
include: ' actions, ' o

2011 Gill Open SpaP°Page2and
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Open space land in Gill should be protected by (check all that apply):

anw

) Yo —

1 “

0% - - -
Swe Tean Nt auw Veak s

mem ricmmer.
L2 ramcr ohar Prvate wnz cwras Fezenl grvwrrmars
’qumm‘
Other
idon't belleve we need any lar
response: ™" S LS R

About recreation:

I and/or my family pursue the following recreational
activities in Gill and elsewhere:

- P e Tow

5 sow K RS Boov ik | |

Cndon skt - - . TR p——— /

Wk Weliang
Sedrg * Sk |
k) Hioag

Sarg ” Birg |

Bwddrg T Sadteg \

o vabing T corery 58] | ——

Powckiag } Fowkong |

f = = -

Feny . | Ty  |——— —
g ) |
| L 1) I |
Soyns, navpowr B Y v e C—
= | Flapyord [

% I I P— |
:.m_— | | | t'w. ' I g
| | | 4 + : - :

0% % @y © m‘? ") 13 i Qs [Eee W e

Other Gill is fantastic for dog walking, because of its extensive off-
road trail systems [much acress private land, with owner's
TeSPONSe .  permissicn). We're speiled here in terms of cur access to
local agricultural products, and to undeveloped land for non-
motor-powered recreation, Let's keep it that way!

2011 Gill Open SpaPse2xand Recreation
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| and/or my family use the following recreation areas or programs:

Connecticut Fver

Gl School glayground -y
& - Mootk
wverside Municipal Y,
By (Green School) -ty
_— Never

Toem Forest

Mount Hermon faciities

Gl Schocl nature tail

Stacy’s Feery

I and/or my family use the Connecticut River for the
following activities:

ey
- Noeiihy
- Yextdy
. Never

2011 Gill Open SpaPae2land Recreation Pl an
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Should a system of trails be developed in Gill?

Yes_forbking Yes. for crass Yes forwsking bking  No, | don' thnk
country sking and rallecbisding 1raits are needed

About open space and recreation:

Please share any additional comments you may have about
open space and recreation in Gill: (excerpts)

»We have enough {protected land) tied up already, NO more!
» Please have a committee to bring some business into town

» Regarding the trail system: it would be good to have some formal connectors for x-country
ski trails (and a map?).

| do not believe more open space is needed. | strongly feel that we need more business
revenue in the town.

»We have enough open space and developing trails costs money.
»Getting permission to hike through someone’s corn field makes for the best hike,

»| believe the town should provide much more focus on developing business in our
community,

»How awesome it would be to have a booklet with everything in it. It would be nice if
residents had access to the Falls River.

» Existing snowmohbile trails already provide great access for cross country skiing, at least in
the Main Road, West Gill Road, and River Road vicinity.

» | would like to see a little more caution exercised in regards to the amount of land that is set
aside for open spaces. We need to see some sort of industry brought into this community.

2011 Gill Open SpaPase2tand Recreati
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To encourage ongoing Town efforts concerning open space
and recreation planning, | would:

Suppont 0n 0nQaing 00 nict think we need Would fike to serve
cpen space and an open space arvd cnan cpen Lpace and
ecreahcn commetes recrastion commitics mecraabion commdion

Town of Gill o &
2011 Open Seace and Recreation f‘lan
Goals and Objectives

2011 Gill Open SpaPkPaeiand

Recr eati on

Pl an



Goals and Objectives

I;A S

Ensure that the Town of Gill maintains or improves the integrity of streams and wetlands, wildlife
habitats, farms and forestlands and other agricultural resources, the diversity and integrity of native fauna
and flora, drinking water, clean air, scenic views, geological resources, and histarical and archaeological
sites, structures, locations, and landscapes (“natural and cultural resources”) through the conservation of
locally important natural and open space resources.

Prioritize areas with significant “natural and cultural resources” so that town officials
and residents can act efficientiy when a parcel of land becomes available for protection,

Encourage landowners interested in protecting their land from development to work
with local land trusts, with state and federal conservation agencies, and with the Town.
Be responsive to the needs of farm and forest landowners and other agricuitural
businesses in town. Consider ways that the town might support agricultural operations
as they would other commercial or industrial businesses in town.

Use the annual Biodiversity Days as a means for building a comprehensive biological and
geological inventery in Gill using community volunteers,
Support the training of local velunteers in vernal pool certification.

Explore revisions to Gill's zoning bylaw that would result in greater protection of valued
“natural and cultural resources” to ensure any land development provides benefits that
reflect the town's natural resource conservation goals.

Explore the potential for developing a private conservation land trust or fund for Gill.

recreational facilities and programming.

Evaluate the needs of all municipal recreational facilities and properties.

Explore the feasibility of developing recreational facilities and uses that are in
demand.

Promote existing and future recreational facilities and services by developing a
guide to facilities, programs, and trail systems in town, based upon needs
expressed during OSRP planning process and the 2011 OSRP Survey.

Continue to cooperate with private entities in town such as Northeast Utilities,
Gill-Montague School District, The Nature Conservancy, and Northfield Mount
Hermon School that provide recreational facilities used by Gill residents.
Support the development of multi-use and limited-use trail systems, which can
be accessed from publicly owned land or private lands with permission.
Identify recreational needs of residents of all ages and develop new programs
and facilities as appropriate.

Evaluate the needs of all municipal recreational faciiities and properties.

2011 Gill Open SpaPae2&and Recreation Pl an



Ensure that the Town of Gill residents and Town officials successfully work together and with
others to guide the conservation of open space and recreation resources.

Cause the town to constitute a permanent Open Space Advisory Committee
that would have the responsibility of implementing the 2005 Gill Open Space
and Recreation Plan.

Explore opportunities to partner with local, regional, and statewide land
conservation organizations and agencies to better leverage limited town dollars
and volunteer hours towards the conservation of priority resource areas.

Explore opportunities for partnering with the open space committees of
surrounding towns on land conservation projects that protect landscape-scale
resources like contiguous forests, aquifers, core habitat areas, and trail systems.

Goals and Objectives
‘ r

Identify ways to Ianoe open space preservation in Gill wth commercial and industrial development to
ensure an adequate tax base to support the Town.

Provide suppert to individuals wishing to start new commercial or industrial businesses
in the form of public outreach and education.

Establish a working committee to identify suitable areas to pursue additional commercial
or industrial businesses in Town.

Identify businesses needed in town through public outreach.

2011 Gill Open Spa°Pse2:aand Recreation Pl an



Appendix D: Publications, Resources and Other Supporting Documents
Barton Cove Barton Cove

CAMPING CANOEING
AND KAYAKING

Dizcounr
The Diffardctcs

Al Barion Conw, wa taks pide v premeving
e uw enjayrart of s caTg
PROnT WA, WA (el eg
Covemmitniut Ry gl (NSE 1) ¥ T0
1437350 ook ol srcad, webe s oo sov
of the sriqse pheas, (o
Charzner tha hdasrcal reccad of 1w pont, <f
Chordyvs i T L
(arsanrs wiw) Fodinaad . O wrgfy redax aead
ergsy Ove baacty of (he feend ered e o aa
bimdacay

m from Boslen

urx from Al

» from Hurtlg

For mare infarmation write
Northield Mowntain -i5C

o9 Millars Falle Roac

Nosthfiulc, MA 01360

romery Abk)

y The Vor

YO e & (R ve Lt er)
Thetw 302 byo Wrpw proup sbes
awbia. Cricy » <ey of canceg
Conmiond Row, mecndw
MAre M S e &
et S aloren b Rotsbel) Mourben 004 he &
83 on the Cuimebiod 1 iverbow. or saziore
tha mouTiaie's 33 méas of (ads o for. o
0 b

% ANovifedd bt

& PIREELE et s

‘e @ OUC U0 Gl U GIQEReAR R SO PAHEOI0 W P o Dulery 900
SRPOL Ny Nl UL o PIERTOR DY IR0 (A0 SR 0N DY
T 2 PSRN 5G SIIL B34 2U POONIE @ “PUSOUSALETS 4] £F RILILAID AL 8 930
EC TP 004 LS W O R o 0008 PURALSKALIES B3) 13 Pniad e Aau pu

L O FH0000 POMAC QIR S DO $1 PUOOSTOLIT W) 18 E0 SO

‘T TUOREeWIOJU} INOA 04

B —

GANE SIENYS SOLND pus
ONNOHOINTD 3A0D NOLEVE

Barton Cove
CAMPING
CANOEING
KAYAKING

On the
Connecticut River

Nature & Canping Area
Canor and Kaysk Rentals
River Shuttle Service
Route 2. Gill, MA
(492) 863.9300

Jasranoma axiond 04

e Kem £ )

Jorvamonas el (21
oS W s s
s 1AV GLn oo e |
w0s SERLOGN 103)

S31VY

ng J0ae] e
1 0] AT €] PO LG 36

ONIdWVYDO LN3L

2011 Gil

DISCOVER

THE CONNECTICUT RIVER

Paddling at Barton Cove

o

P prornd:
YEAF DY PN by SAAING W CAROR BF LXEAR AT Out variertrool Baes, ¢
TR 3 OTCRRG BACk 10 pol (. FIgln, Gaphing, OF jd rekXe o 126 fopd

s

Vermon Dam
Tris 20) e trip tepna &1
evorrest Hunl Hecedaon foen

i Marens Fary Campgaoand
e BACCRTG Srw 10

e Connecion Fvie fas x draatss b

v v 0 v Erglant, s Conviecsas

FPtureses i Lo e Experienod (e svir ol

4ing 3 aburte
PN W 10

Tow Scury, or w bew tapa g

i aserel Pre ol 4l
Pauchaig Droak

|
acurs Mannaw [ew rive vy TAmes on thae 14 E
) o e, Sop S @ sheich ol N Fory
ard o wervew for hncs. AAE |
RATES e ]
fensnge Dt
Cormes 2 hours 528 1) 3
Kaysbs fro"= A3 con 543 00 Lon
Rtevons Brurse ( bchaas cnee of ke 25000
. S50
555,00
350 00
255 00
Nueron Zdurde joam bood ) 0
" A rertals inciuds PO 02 pacciex
* RASATAYRE g 10§34 ehurtind.
" G ¥3 WRINASO W TRTER e B § Circes

Ope

Munns Ferry

A WP LA A TN AT
e 3408, Musre Furry is o 3o be

T on yoor way dowes dese Foomnve- |

syl 413 905300 $5200 T o

wdazedieck shebr,

frald Mourntain
realion and

nl Cantar

Envires

Quinnaiiout U overboor Schoea, doer
oWdETes I 1 Wr Carder. Mg
TOUTSEY Shing. comTeio g, sutt

Guind M, (A AMSL OO
21003 w0 ¥

e Corrmetot Mrmae Wik bor Bukd Engan wosrrg

overtannd wnd (uescia povd el ATETane . Waancne

Pl MR G0 GO0k B1) COmAV T3 O epred
o et

Riverview
| Qur most popular day tip. An easy
| five and one half mile trip through the
| scenic French King Gorge. Explore
| the shorsline features and enjoy a
leisurely introduciion to day tripping.
| Average paddling time: 2-3 hours |
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Appendix C: Publications, Resources and Other Supporting Documentgont.)

Support Gill’s Farms!

'The following are a list of farms that sell
products or services that can be purchasexd
either directly from Gill farms or indirectly
through local merchants,

SONGLINE EMU FARM
owned by Stanley & Geri Johnson, Dee Dee Mares
66 French King Highway 863-2700
Entu meat, emu oil and emu oil-based health and
Beauty products. Buy at farm store on-site.

Open 12-50M, Thursday and Friday,
www.songlincemufarm.com

UPINNGIL
owned by Clifford Hatch
411 Main Road 8§63-4431

Fresh milk, cheese, PYQ berries, cors, fruits, honey,
grains, vegetables and Mowers. Buy at farm store

and stand on-site.
Open 8Aam=7eM, 7 days a week

LAUGHING DOG FARM

owned by Danny Botkin and family

398 Main Road 863-8696
Goits, gourmet herbs, veggies, fruits, and flowers
grown organically and by hand, CSA shares available.
Buy at Gill farmers’ market,  dbotkin@valinet.com
www.laughingdogfarm.com

Gill’s Farm History

Gill'has a rich history of agriculture that has -
contributed to the town as we know it today.
Today some 3,819 acres—42% of Gill's land —
are associated with agricultural use. When

Gill farms are supported, they can thrive and
continue, keeping fields open and used by
apimals. Your support of Gill farms helps ensure
that the beauty and rural character of our town
will be present for generations to come,

How can you support Gill farms and farmers?

« Purchase products from Gill’s farms at the
locations identified in this brochure.

« Teach your children about the importance
of Gill's farms,

» Talk to local farmers and learn what issues
affect them:

* Voteand participate in town government
in ways that support our farmers.

o Visit the Gill Historical Museum and see first-
hand the rich farming history of our town.

IR

Open

A guide to buying Gill
products and supporting

agriculture in our community

2011-2012

Gill Agricultural Commission
Gill, Massachusetts

agcom@gillmass.org
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ASHVANA STABLES & OPENING
GATES THERAPEUTIC RIDING CTR.
operated by Erika Heilig & Sarah Rury

401 Main Road 863-2676
Riding lessons, boarding, leasing, therapeutic riding
lessons, cheiligiashvanastables.com
Srury@openinggatestrc.org

NORTHFIELD MOUNT HERMON
FARM

operated by Richard Odman

Mt. Hermon Station Road 498-3467

Maple products, raspberries, raspberry jam, milk,
cheese, asparagus, ice cream, cider, and lavender
products. Email to inguire about regular mitk
purchases. Other products sold on-site at farm store
on NMH campus. rodman@nmhschool.org

ROLLING RIDGE SUGARHOUSE
Jacob Rau

432 Main Road

Maple Syrup.

Call Jacob to visit “The Sugar Cube”

VISION QUEST FARM
Neil & Debby Dargis

79 South Cross Road

Sheep, yarn, and organic compost,
To purchase products or visit, call the farm.

834.8111

522-1918

CROSS ROAD FARMS
Timothy Vielmetti - Proprietor
15 Cross Road 863-2897

Heirloom tomato plants, rhubarb; and blucberries.
Open during the spring, Call farm for hours.

DRY BROOK FARM

Roger & Kathy Augustine

124 North Cross Road

Beef sold in quarters and halves,

To purchase products, call the farm.

863-2212

MALCOM EGGS
Malcom Crosby

Find our eggs at Upinngil Farm stand

BASCOM HOLLOW FARM

75 Bascom Road 773-3830

Fresh eggs. seedlings, vegetables, honey, pastured
pork, Call or email tome@bascombollowfarm.com,

RAY STEELE, FARRIER

Ray Steele dba Horseshoes Unlimited

521 Main Road 863-2443
Farrier and horseshoeing work, general
blacksmithing and farrier supplies.
www.horseshoesunlimited.com

GIRARD’S VALLEY VIEW FARM
Dick Girard - Farmer

119 River Rd. 508-397-4304
All types of vegetables. Find our produce at our farm
stand, local restaurants, & Gill farmers’ markets.
girardsvalleyviewfarm@comcast.net

HIPPY HILL FARM
Chloe Castro-Santos
362 Main Road 863-4235

Organic, free-range eggs. Find our eggs at Upinngil!
FLAGG FARM

Danny & Kathy Flagg
451 Main Road 648-0207

Cucumbers, squash, pumpkins, winter greenery,
Visit the farm stand to buy our produce.

Brochurs desipn by Flasry van Buaes

2011 Gill Open
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Gill Farms - Inside

STUMP HILL FARM
Gary Stevens
57 North Cross Road 863-0216

Find our vegetables at Foster’s Supermarket and
Upinngil Farmstand.

COLD SPRING FARM
Tim & Doff Storrow
73 River Road

Beef, lamb, hay, and organic grain.
Call or email the farm to purchase our produce.
Email - bimstorrow@comcast.net

SOUTH CROSS ALPACAS
David A. Balise
4 South Cross Road 863-4122

Alpaca fleece and products, available after autumn of
2011. To purchase fleece or products, call the farm.

GILBRAE FARM
Dave Galbraith

15 River Road
Vegetables,

Call to visit this experimental "Sloping Hill" farm.

THE GILL GREENERY
Seay & Becky Minor
123 Center Road

863-8452

522:9247

863-8733

Find owr sprouts throughoat western New England!
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Appendix D: Publications, Resources and Other Supporting Documents (cont.)
Potential Funding Related to Route 2 Scenic Byway Designation

Federal

Scenic Byway Funding

Within the U.S. Department of Transportation, the FederghWay Administration(FHWA)
leads The National Scenic Byways Program. The Program is a grassallatisorative effort
established to help recognize, preserve and enhance selectethroagbout the United States.
The Secretary of Transportation recamgs certain roads #&sme r i ¢ a 6 5 ABZAmesicars E
Roads or National Scenic Bywdydased on one omore archaeological, cultural, historic,
natural, recreational and scenic intrinsic qualities.

The Secretary of Transportation makes grants to state® andian tribes to implememrojects

on scenic byways. Federally designated, gfasggnated, and tribally designateenic byways
are all equally eligible for these grants, with no order of priority. Up to $48lon was

authorized for the 2009 fiatyear. FHWA eligibility criteria favor largcale highZost projects
that provide strategic benefits to the byway and the byway traveler.

Projects submitted for consider at i owmnethertoo ul d
help manage thé nt rinsi c qualities that supeobtywane
story, interpret the story for visitors, or improve visitor facilities alongoweay.

There are eight categories of eligible project activities:
State and Tribal Programs
Corridor Management Plan
Safety Improvements
Byway Facilities
Access to Recreation
Resource Protection
Interpretive Information
Marketing Program

Applicants must first consult the State Byway Coordinator about eligibility questionsteyps
for submitting an pplication. State byway coordinators establish specific criterigpemcedures
for making eligibility decisions, prioritizing projects and submitting applicationthe FHWA
division office. Some state programs set application due dates that aretbarli¢hose set by
FHWA. Some programs also limit the amount of funding for which epgiicant can apply.

National Scenic Byways Program funds are provided on a reimbursement basisaXiheim
federal share is 80 percent. Private, local, Indian trilbeséate funds may heésed as the match
share. Applications are available on the National Scenic Byway webaite
ww.bywaysonline.org. Applicant organizations must also be registeredGrihts.gov. The
details of this registration process can be found the Grants.gov websiteat
http://grants.gov/applicants/organization_registration.jsp

2011 Gill Open SpaPage3aand Recreation Pl an
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Appendix C: Publications, Resources and Other Supporting Documents (cont.)
Conservation Tax leentive
In 2006, Congress passed a law amending 26 US Code 170(h) to expand tax incentives to
landowners who choose to donate a conservation easement on their land to a land trust,
government agency or publicly supported charity that will permanently gbratgportant
conservation land. The 2008 Farm Bill included Ze2r extension of the conservation tax
incentives, which now apply to easements donated between January 1, 2006 and D&tember
2009. A conservation easement limits the uses of the land for current and future dwsexns.
agreement between the doramd the land trust, agency or organization, and alk&w for
certain uses to continue (such as farming) but may limit other typdsevelopment (such as
residential or commercial) in the future. Public access may omwialye granted. The incentive:
¢ Raises the deduction a donor can take for donating a conservation easement from 30
percent of his or her @@me in any year to 50 percent;
¢ Allows qualifying farmers and ranchers to deduct up to 100 percent of their inaadhe;
e Extends the cardorward period for a donor to take tax deductions for a voluntary
conservation agreement from 5 to 15 years.

[ ]
Appraisal of the land must be done by a qualifying appraiser and the land mustemagt
conservation purposes to qualify. It is importanhtde that this incentive is due éxpire at the
end of 2009. The Land Trust Alliance, a national conservation organizatismgrisng with
other interested parties to make the changes permanent and pragiigsnal u@oZlate
information on the conseaition tax incentive on their websitevaivw. lta.org/policy/taxpolicy.

Federal Historic Tax Credits

Federal income tax credits are available for incgmaucing residential and commercial
property owners for qualified historic restoration projects. Annoe r 6 s per s ono@a | res
eligible. Under the Federal Rehabilitation Tax Incentive Program, owners of a prapsrig

listed on the National Register or is within a National Register Historic Districtdmdyct 20

percent of the cost of a majogstoration project on their taxes. Restoration rvessignificant,

exceeding the greater of the adjusted basis of the buildings or $5,00@pdndan be phased
overafivey ear period when t her espedaficaionsaprepaned foetbet 6 s d
work. Restoration work must follow the Secretary ofthet er i or 6s St andar ds.
administered through the Massachusetts Histo@oahmission (MHC). A 10 perce tax credit

is available for buildings that are not listedle National Register but were built before 1936.

Regional
Greater Franklin County Economic Target Area
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Appendix E: NHESP Endangered Species Fact Sheets

Note: Fact Sheets included in firRDF

NHESP Statewide List of Rare Mammals

Scientific Name Common Name MESA* Status Federal Status
Water Shrew Sorex palustris Special Concern
Rock Shrew Sorex dispar Special Concern
Indiana Myotis Myotis sodalis Endangered Endangered
SmaliFooted Myotis Myatis leibii Special Concern
Southern Bog Lemming | Synaptomys cooperi Special Concern
Sperm Whale Physeter catodon Endangered Endangered
Fin Whale Balaenoptera physalus | Endangered Endangered
Sei Whale Balaenoptera borealis Endangered Endangered
Blue Whale Balaenoptera musculus | Endangered Endangered
Megaptera
Humpback Whale novaeangliae Endangered Endangered
Northern Right Whale | Eubalaena glacialis Endangered Endangered
*Massachusetts Endangered Species Act
Source: NHESP BioMap and Livingaters, 2009
2011 Gill Open SpaPagedmnd
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Appendix F: Source Water Assessment Report

Connecticut River Watershed 2003 Water Quality Assessment Report

Following iz Sagmant HA34-02 only. A complate copy of tha report is available at
ECD: /W, ma sz . Qov/dad /Wat aX /Y a3 oY cas [Waesasa . ntm

CONNECTICUT RIVER (SEGMENT MA34-02)

Location: Route 10 bridge, Northfield, to Tumers Falls Dam, GilliMontague
Sagment Length: 11.2 miles.

Classification: Class 8, Warm Watar Fishery.

This sagmeant is on the 2006 Integrated Lisl of Walters in “Calegory 8°- Walers Requiring a TMDL
because of priority crganics. fiow alteration, and other habitat alterations (MassDEPR 2007).

This segmant of the Connecticul River {(MA34-02) s entiraly contained within the 22-mile Tumers Falls
Fawer Pool. Bank erosion caused by a complex interaction of multiple factors is a significant problem in
this reach of the Connecticut River. In addition {0 fliood flows, boat wakes, overland flow, and
groundwater seeps, pocl fluctuation resulting from opzration of one of three hydreelectric generating
facilities direclly impac! the day-lo-day hydrodynamics of the Turners Falls Powsr Pool. The Norhfield
Mountain Pumped Storage Project Is localed within this segment. The joint operation ¢f the Tumers Falls
and the Northfield prejects has affected the daily flow regime of the river in this peol, resulting in larger
and quicker pool fluctuations than would nalurally accur (Franklin Regional Council of Govemnments and
Conneclicut River Streambank Erosion Comrmillee 1953).

The Narthfield Mountain Pumped Storags Project is located about five miles upstream from the Tumers
Falls dam. It consists of an upper reservoir and an underground pumping and genarating plant, which
uses reversible pump turbine units. The Project also relies on the Turners Falis Pocl 1o serve as a lower
reservoir. During periods of low electrical demand, the Northfield Mountain Pumped Storage Facllity
pumps water from the lower reservoir Lo the upper resarvoir using the pump turbine genarators. The water
Is then released during periods of high electrical demand, agaln through the pump turbine generators. In
this way, the projest is able to genarate a maximum of 1,080 megawatts of electricity. The increase in
dam height over time, from 183.9 feel in 1867 1o 185.5 feet in 1970 (21.6 feet in 103 years}, has
significantly altered the hydrodynamics of the reach. The joint operation of the Turners Falis and the
Northfield projects has also significantly changed the dally flow regime of the river in the Turners Falls
Pool, resulling in largar and quicker pool fluciuations, Typically, pool fluctuations may average as much
as 3.5 feel par day, and much higher fluctuations {9-10.8 feal) may aceur over the weekly cycle (Franklin
Regional Council of Govemments and Connecticut River Streambank Ercslon Committee 1599).

WITHDRAWALS AND DISCHARGES
WMA (Appendix H, Table H1)
Four Star Famrs, Inc., Northfield {9P210621703)

NPDES {Appendix H, Table H2)
Northfield Mount Hermen School, Glll Facllity (MAQG3257 3)

First Light Hydro Generating Company {MADD35530)
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION (FERC)

ProjectName | Owner | Project# | [54° g’;w”"“"-” River Kilowatts
FirstLight

Northfield
Hydro 14 May Conneclicut

lgountag;aﬂon Generating 2485 1963 30 Aprll 2018 River 1,080,000

Lo Company

USE ASSESSMENT

AQUATIC LIFE

Habdat/Flow

Three hydreelectnic generating faclities directly Impact the day-to-day hydrodynamics of the Turners Falls
Power Pool: Vemon, VT, Turners Falis, and Northfield Mountain, The banks of the Cennecticut River in
the Tumers Falls Paol sectian are often twenty or more feet above the water leve!, and are characterized
by slumping and mass wasling of huge sections of streambank. Trees and other riparian vegelation
frequently fall and slide into the water (Franklin Regional Councll of Govemments and Connecticut River
Streambank Erosion Committee 1999}, Evidence of extreme ercsion prompied the Franklin Regional
Council of Governmants 1o carry out a series of 319-funded bank slabilizalion projects implemented

Connectictk River Watershed 2003 Water Qually Assasament Report -3
Mwqerldi doo DWM CN 1055
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Appendix F: Source Water Assessment Report (cont.)

between 1996 and 2007. These Connecticut River Watershed Resteration Projects included: Phase |
(96-03/319); Phase || (00-04/313); and Phase Il {03-07/31%). Eroding sies in this segmeni of the
Conneclicul River wera inventoried arxd priorilized according to fzclors including sevarity of lhe probiam
and feaslbility of stabilizaticn, and selected for restoration via design and instailation of bloenginecred
bank. Cver 2,500 linear feet of eroded bank have been stabllized by these three projects using a variety
ol biogngingering lechnigues.

Biclogy

Tha Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge has led an effort to control Trapa nafans
populations in the Conneclicut Rivar Walershad. They have reported isolated palches of 1his non-native
aquatic macrophyte In this segment of the Connecticut River along the shaoretine upstream from Barton
Cove near the end of Barton Cove Road and near the Turners Falls Red and Gun ¢lub (Boettner 2007).

Nota: Three non-native specias {Myrophyliurs splcatum, Cabemba caroliniana, and Fotamogeton
crispus) have been observed on surveys and are known to occur In Barton Cove (MA DCR 2005},
Impairments dus to the presence of these non-native plant species are reported under segment MA34122
Barion Cove.

Ambient

Waler was collzcled from the Connecticul River, approximately 400 yards upstream from the Norhfiek
Mount Hermon School WW TP discharge. tor use as dilution water in the tacility's whole effluent toxicity
tesis. Betwsen August 2000 and September 2007, survival of C. dubia exposad [48-hours} {o the
Conneclicul River waler has bean = 95% {(n=14). River waler hardness ranged frorm 28 lo 82mglL (n=14).

Effuent

Whole efiluant toxicdy tests have baen conducted on tha Nodhfield Mount Hermon School ireated
slliuen!. Batwaen Augus! 2000 and Seplember 2008, 13 valid tesls ware conducted using C. dubja. The
LCs were all >2100% effluent (n=13).

Chemistry - walar
DWM conducled walar qualily sampling downslrearn lrom Fourmils Brook in Gill (Stalicn 02A) on Lhis

segment of the Connecticut River between July and September 2003 (Appendix B and E}. All
measurements were indicative of gocd water quality conditions.

Chamistry- lish tissug

The Connecticut River Fish Tissue Contaminant Study {2000) was a collaborative federal and multl-state
project designed to provide a baseline of tissue contaminant daia from several fish species and lsam
what threat eating thess fish puses to other mammals, birds, and fish (Hallyer 2006). This study reached
the following conclusions: mercury poses a risk to fish-eating wildiife, DDT homologs (chemical physical,
and biologicz! breakdown products of the parent compound) posa a risk to fish-eating birds, coptanar
PCBs pose a risk lo fish-ealing marrmals and fish-zaling birds, and dioxin consliluted a sk lo fish-ealing
wiidiife.

This segmant of the Connecticud River is assessed as suppord with an Alard Status for the Aqualic iz
Uss. This dacision is based upon lhe good survival of lesl organisms in loxicily lests and the good water
quality conditions. However, this use Is Identified with an Alert Status due to the regulated fiow regime,
severe bank erasion issues, the isclated presence of non-native plant species, and the risk that fish tissue
contaminanis poss ta fish-eating wildlife, At this time there is insufficient avidenca of 2 negativa impact to
in-straam biota lo rasull in the impairmeant of Lhis usa.

FISH CONSUMPTION

The following site spesific fish consumption advisory is recommendsad by MA DPH for the mainstem

Conneclicul River:
“(All towns between Nontifleld and Longmesdow).. Children youhger than 12 years, pregnant
women, and nursing mothers should not et any fish from the Connecticut River and the general
pubiic should not consume channe/ calfish, white catfish. Amencan eel, ar yeilow perch becauss
of elevated levels of PCE" (MA DPH 2007).

Connectivu! River Watevshad 2003 Watsr Qually Assessment Report 9
Zwgardi doc OWMCN 10556
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Appendix F: Source Water Assessment Report (cont.)

Because of the site-specific fish consumption advisory for the Connecticut River due to PCB
contamination, the Fish Consurnplion Use is assessed as impaired.

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY CONTACT RECREATION AND AESTHETICS

DWM collected E. coli sampiles from left bank, right bank, and center stream of the Connecticut River
downstream from Fourmile Brook in Gill (Station 02A) betweaen Aprit and November 2003 (Appendix B).
The geometric mean of these samples was 20 cfu/100ml.

DWM personnel made field observations at Station 02A during the surveys conducted between July and
Septembar 2003. No objectionable deposits or watar odors were recorded, but polien or dust blankets
were noted as being present on the water surface on three occasions. Water clarity was noted as clear or
slightly turbid at this station (MassDEP 2003).

The Primary and Secondary Contact Recreation and Aesthetics uses are assessed as support based
upon the low bactenia counts and the lack of cbjectionable deposits, odors, or oils. However, these uses
are entified with an Alert Status due to the turbid conditions, regulated flow regime and severe bank
erosion issues identified in the upstream segment.

Connecticut River {Segment MA34-02) Use Summary Table
Designated Uses Status

¢ 7
Aquatic Life u\.\—_"i SUPPORT*

IMPAIRED
Fish Consumption I@I Cause: PCB in fish tissue
Source: Unknown

Primary Contact “‘ SUPPORT*

Secondary Contact ‘ Ih SUPPORT*

Aesthetics W SUPPORT*
* Alert Status, see details in use assessment

RECOMMENDATIONS

Didymosphenia geminata, otherwise known as Didymo or “rock snot”, is considered an invasive algae
and has baen found in the Connecticut River in Vermont and New Hampshire. Infestation and nuisance
blooms of Didymao can produce thick mats that blanket stream and river substrates, causing a loss of
habitat for fish and other aquatic organisms. Didymo blooms can make fishing, swimming, or boating
undesirable or impossible (MA DCR 2008). Although it is currently not known if Didymo will colonize
and/or bloom in the Massachusetts saction of the Connecticut River, avery effort should ba made to
prevent the spread of this nuisance algae in the mainstem Connecticut River and its tributaries. MA DCR
recommends the Check-Clean-Dry protocol be followed when exiting waters that may be infested with
Didymo. For more information visit: hitp:iwww.mass qovider/waterSupolylakepond/hot topic itm.

Field determined that 20 percent of the bank length has been protected by rock armor. Field
recommends using new approaches for subsequent bank stabilization work, as continued reliance on
armoring could lead to increased erosion elsewhere (Field 2007},

Water quality testing, especially TSS and turbidity, should continue to be monitored to assess the impact
of the severe bank erosion upon the Aguatic Life Use,

Connecticll Fiver Wtershed 2003 Water Quallty Assessmant Repont 10
HMwgardr doc DWM CN 1655
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Appendix F: Source Water Assessment Report (cont.)

The First Light Hydre Generating Company NPDES permit should be reissued with appropriate limits and
monioring requirements. Special consideration should be given to best available cooling water intake
structurs technologies that minimize fish impingement and entrainment,

Continue to monlitor for the presence of Invasive nen-native aquatic vegetation and determine the extent of
the infastation: Pravent spreading of invasive aquatic plants. Onca the extent of the problem is datermined
and control practices are exercised, vigilant menitoring needs to be practiced to guard agalnst infestations In
unafiected areas, including cownstream from the ste, and to ensure that managed areas stay in check. A
key portion of the prevention program should be posting of boat accass points with signs o educate and
alert ugars to the problem and their rasponsibility to prevent spreading thesa species.

Conmacticat Rivar Wixderstad 2003 Wetar Qualty Assessment Report 1
Fwqar07 doc DWMCN 1055
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Appendix G: ADA Self Assessment Report
TOWN OF GILL ADA INVENTORY OF TOWN PUBLIC ACCESS LAND

The general public in Gill uses one towwned property, the Gill Elementary School and
adjoining nature area. A brief assessment of
the Town Forest was established. To date, no plans have been put in place to

This inventory employed standards used by the Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services
that are based on state and federal guidelines. The inventory was completadkbiyn

Regional Council of Governments Planning Department staff experienced in assessing parks and
playgrounds for their level of accessibility.

Gill Elementary School Playground and Adjoining Nature Area

The Town of Gill Elementary School is locatedst of Boyle Road, which runs north south. The
school is perched on a hill with level parking on the north end of the school as well as directly in
front of it. The land in back of the school slopes west towards the nature area, which straddles
AshuelaBrook. The paved area north of the school contains two basketball nets. There is one
handicapped parking space directly in front of the school. In back of the school, there is a large
grasscovered hill that slopes to a level area, which contains @esdield between two baseball
diamonds. There is one large wooden play structure with wood chips as a playground surface.
Surrounding this is uneven lawn. There are four small climbing and riding play structures
nearby the large play structure. On sloeithern end of the playground at different points on the
sloped lawn and on more level areas are a small swing set and several climbing structures. The
nature area to the east contains paths through high grass. The nature area is inaccessible from the
handicapped parking space in front of the school.

It is suggested that a path made with TR7, a stone dust material, be created from the paved
handicapped parking space to a level area in front of the school. A handicejgpedible

picnic table could beonstructed between the trees. An accessible play structure could also be
developed there. When packed down, the TR7 material can provide an adequate surface for
anyone with mobility challenges.

Gill Town Forest

The Gill Town Forest is located ingmorthwestern corner of town. The 162.5 acre parcel has
frontage and access from Bascom, Hoe Shop, and Dole Roads, with a primary access point and
informal, roughly graded parking area off of Hoe Shop Road. Dole Road is a paved road, and
Bascom and Ho8hop Roads are gravel.

The property is subject to a Conservation Restriction which is held by the Massachusetts
Department of Conservation and Recreation. The site is primarily wooded, with hemlock, oak,
and pine the dominant species. The Falls Riwen$ the western boundary of the Town Forest.
The northeastern corner of the property features Otter Pond, which is a glacial kettle hole pond,
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Appendix G: ADA Self Assessment Report (cont.)

as well as several impressive glacial eskers. There areabkalandoned beaver ponds which
add to the habitat diversity of the Town Forest, and provide ample breeding grounds for
mosquitoes!

The property was donated to the Town in September 2009, and is under the control of the
Townds Conser vatTowmFor€bTask Fasce has been estaBlished, and is
charged with gathering input on desired and suggested uses for the property, drafting recreation
and stewardship plans, establishing trails, marking boundaries, and seeking grants and other
funds.

The Tak Force has not yet discussed possible ADA uses for the property that would be allowed
by and compatible with the Conservation Restriction.
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Appendix G: ADA Self Assessment Report (cont.)

TOWN OF GILL

MASS ACHUSRTTS

wanv.gillmass.org

PUBLIC NOTICE

This notice is provided as required by the Title Il of the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 {(ADA).

The Town of Gill does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to o
cperations of its programs, services, or activities. The Town of Gill does not
discriminate on the basis of disakility in its hinng or employment practices.

Questions, concems, complaints, or requests for additional information regarding the
ADA may be forwarded to the falowing designated ADA Coordinator:

MName: Lynda Hocsdon Mayo
Title: Tovn Clerk
Address: Town of Gill
325 Main Road
Gill, MA 01354
Phone; {413) 862-8103
MA Relay  (800) 4392370
Email townclerk@ailimsss 0rg
DaysfHours
Availadle:  Monday — Thureday 1:00 pm. — 400 p.m.
Other hours by appointment

Individuals who need auxiliary aids for effective communication with respect 1o
programs and services of the Town of Gill are invited to make their needs and
preferences known to the ADA Coordinator

This nobice 1s available in alternabve formats.

Telephone 413.8635.9347 325 Man Road, Gill MA 01354 Fax 413.883.7775
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