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DEDICATION TO ED POGODA  

 

The Town of Gill lost a well loved member of its community 

this last fall, when Ed Pogoda of Pisgah Mountain Road died at the 

age of 89. 

Ed was born in 1919 in Gill to Ludik and Stephanie Pogoda, 

and went to the Riverside School and Turners Falls High. He grew 

up farming, and the most important things in his life were always 

family, hard work and nature. He is probably best remembered for 

his sense of humor. He was good at getting things done without 

fuss or bull while, at the same time, making people feel welcome. 

Ed joined the Army in March, 1942. He was in the 83rd Infan-

try, first as a machine gunnery instructor, and then fought his way 

across France, Belgium and Germany as a machine gunner. He lost 

a number of close friends while fighting in the Battle of the Bulge. 

Late in the war he helped liberate a concentration camp, an experi-

ence that clearly stayed with him after more than sixty years. 

After the war, Ed came home and married his sweetheart Cle-

mantine, known to everyone as Babe. He went to work as a carpen-

ter and built over 100 homes and businesses, mostly in Franklin 

and Hampshire counties. At his funeral, many people that he had 

taught carpentry to showed up, some from hundreds of miles away, 

to honor him. 

The love of Edôs life was his wife, Babe. Almost every time I 

saw them together, Ed was smiling. Edôs farm (the one he grew up 

on) was in Gill, but Babe had a farm in North Hadley. Ed spent 

most of his time in Hadley even though he was always officially a 

resident of Gill. He and Babe made a great team, and people will 

remember them for doing things like going to polka dances and 

giving away strawberries to their friends and neighbors. 

Ed was a longtime member of the Gill Building Committee and 

served on the Gill Conservation Commission for forty years. He 

liked being part of the town and was still attending meetings until 

just before he died. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Anthony Mathews 
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FEDERAL, STATE, AND COUNTY OFFICIALS  

U.S. Senators Edward M. Kennedy 

John F. Kerry 

U.S. Representative John W. Olver 

Governor 

Lieutenant Governor 

Deval Patrick 

Tim Murray 

State Senator Stanley C. Rosenberg 

State Representative Christopher J. Donelan 

Franklin Regional Council of 

Governments Executive 

Committee 

Bill Perlman, Chair  

John Paciorek, Vice Chair  

Sam Lovejoy, Secretary 

Christine Forgey 

Ann Banash 

ELECTED TOWN OFFICIALS  

Office Name 

Term 

Expires 

Board of Selectmen* Leland E. Stevens 

Nancy A. Griswold, Chair 

Ann H. Banash 

2009 

2010 

2011 

Board of Assessors Nancy A. Griswold 

Raymond Purington, Chair 

Peter Conway 

2009 

2009 

2010 

Board of Health Randy P. Crochier, Secretary 

Douglas A. Edson, Chair 

Edward W. Galipault, Jr. 

2009 

2010 

2011 

Cemetery 

Commission 

Patricia Haigis 

Beverly L. Demars 

Carrie R. Stevens 

2009 

2010 

2011 

Constables Fred O. Chase, II 

Fred O. Chase, III 

Craig D. Gaudry 

2011 

2011 

2011 
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ELECTED TOWN OFFICIALS (Continued) 

Office Name 

Term 

Expires 

Field Drivers Edward J. Golembeski 

Clifford C. Hatch 

2011 

2011 

Gill -Montague 

Regional School 

Committee 

Valeria Smith 

Sandra Brown 

Sorrel Hatch 

2009 

2010 

2011 

Library Trustees Ellen A. Johnson, Chair 

Elisabeth Greenough 

Ann C. Perry 

2009 

2010 

2011 

Moderator  Raymond F. Steele 2009 

Tax Collector Veronica A. LaChance 2011 

Town Clerk Lynda Hodsdon Mayo 2009 

Treasurer Veronica A. LaChance 2010 

Tree Warden Ernest M. Hastings 2009 

*Selectmen also serve as Sewer Commissioners; Measurers of Wood, Bark & 

Surveyors of Lumber; and Fence Viewers. 

APPOINTMENTS BY SELECTMEN  

Office Name 

Term 

Expires 

911 Coordinator Joseph Elliott, Jr. 2009 

Accountant Joyce Muka, Accounting Program 

Franklin Regional Council of 

Governments 

2009 

Administrative 

Assistant 

Tracy Rogers  

Assistant Town 

Clerk  

Doreen Stevens 2009 
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APPOINTMENTS BY SELECTMEN (Continued) 

Office Name 

Term 

Expires 

Americans with 

Disabilities Act 

(ADA) Coordinator  

Lynda Hodsdon Mayo 2009 

Animal Control 

Officer  

Edward M. Ambo, Jr. 2008 

Assistant Tree 

Warden 

Mitchell LaClaire, Sr. 2009 

Board of Registrars Kathleen Augustine 

Lynda Hodsdon Mayo 

Richard Peller 

Allan Adie, Sr. 

2009 

2009 

2010 

2011 

Building Committee Philip Maddern, Chair 

Roger Augustine 

Richard French 

Ernest Hastings 

Kyle Maurer 

2008 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

Cable Advisory 

Committee 

Richard James 

Lynda Hodsdon Mayo, Secretary 

Leland E. Stevens, Chair 

2009 

2009 

2009 

Central Franklin 

County Veteransô 

District 

Representative 

Patricia Haigis 2009 

Conservation 

Commission 

Edward Pogoda 

Ted Castro-Santos 

Kenneth Sprankle 

Keith Lilly  

Anthony Mathews, Chair 

Joanne Rabideau 

2008 

2009 

2009 

2010 

2010 

2011 
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APPOINTMENTS BY SELECTMEN (Continued) 

Office Name 

Term 

Expires 

Council on Aging James Greenleaf 

Joseph Naida 

Renee Jenkins 

Audrey Ambo 

Beverly L. Demars, Chair 

2009 

2009 

2010 

2011 

2011 

Cultural Council  Elisabeth Greenough 

Veronica A. LaChance 

Steve Damon 

Lynn Nichols 

Emily Samuels 

Jocelyn Castro-Santos 

Elizabeth Gardner 

Kathleen Raczynski 

2008 

2009 

2010 

2010 

2010 

2011 

2011 

2011 

Election Workers James Greenleaf 

Ellen Hastings 

Helen Chappell 

Barbara Elliot 

Sorrel Hatch 

Pamela Hubert 

Renee Jenkins 

Geraldine Johnson 

Nancy Krejmas 

Donald LaChance (Election 

Worker, Election Constable, 

Special Election Officer) 

Raymond Moore 

Joseph Naida (Special Election 

Officer) 

Lorri Parody 

Dorothy Petrin 

Edith Schechterle 

John Schechterle 

2008 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

 

 

2009 

2009 

 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 
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APPOINTMENTS BY SELECTMEN (Continued) 

Office Name 

Term 

Expires 

Emergency 

Management 

Director  

Gene Beaubien 2009 

Fire Chief Gene Beaubien  

Fire Dept. Board of 

Engineers 

Gene Beaubien 

Michael Crochier 

Donald Crouse, Jr. 

Jason Edson 

Stuart Elliott 

Christopher Goodhind 

Scott Goodhind 

Kyle LaPointe 

Stephen McConley, Jr. 

Noah Pack 

Steve Peters 

Kenneth Sears 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

Firefighters Steven Connell 

Lucas Gray 

William Kimball 

Paul Marguet 

Austin McComb 

Travis St. Peter 

Hillary Szteliga 

Tyler Ward 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

Franklin County 

Cooperative 

Inspection Program 

Representative 

 

Inspector of 

Buildings 

Local Building Insp. 

Electrical Insp. 

Plumbing/Gas Insp. 

Tracy A. Rogers  

 

 

 

 

James Hawkins 

 

James Cerone 

James Slowinski 

Andrew French 

2009 

 

 

 

 

2009 

 

2009 

2009 

2009 
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APPOINTMENTS BY SELECTMEN (Continued) 

Office Name 

Term 

Expires 

Franklin County 

Solid Waste 

Management 

District 

Representative 

Arthur Cohen 2009 

Franklin Regional 

Transit Authority 

Representative 

James Poulsen 2009 

Fred W. Wells Trust Frank J. Cutting 2009 

Hazardous Waste 

Coordinator  

Douglas Edson 2009 

Highway 

Superintendent 

Mitchell LaClaire, Sr.  

Historical 

Commission 

Beverly L. Demars 

Stuart Elliott 

Richard French 

Pamela Shoemaker 

Cristin Carpenter, Chair 

Lynda Hodsdon Mayo 

Robert Perry 

2009 

2010 

2010 

2010 

2011 

2011 

2011 

Memorial 

Committee 

Gary Bourbeau 

Merri Bourbeau 

Chester Kuzontkoski,Chair 

Douglas Smith 

Elaine Smith 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

Planning Board Thomas Storrow 

Richard French 

John Duda 

Shirley Flagg 

Douglas Smith, Chair 

2009 

2010 

2011 

2011 

2011 
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APPOINTMENTS BY SELECTMEN (Continued) 

Office Name 

Term 

Expires 

Police Department David W. Hastings, Chief 

Christopher Redmond, Sergeant 

Adam Sokoloski, Patrolman 

Jason Bassett, Officer 

Shaun Coughlin, Officer 

Nicole Fiske, Officer 

Robert Hunter, Officer 

Paul J. Marguet, Officer 

Brian J. Ravish, Officer 

Scott M. Waldron, Officer 

Robert A. Whittier, Officer 

2009 

2009 

2008 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

Right to Know 

Officer  

Mitchell LaClaire, Sr. 2009 

Town Counsel Donna MacNicol of MacNicol & 

Tombs, LLC 

2009 

Veteransô Agent Leo Parent 2009 

Veteransô Grave 

Officer  

William Huber 2009 

Zoning Board of 

Appeals 

William Burnham 

Suzanne Smiley, Chair 

Allen Tupper Brown 

Robert Perry 

Raymond Purington 

2009 

2009 

2010 

2010 

2011 

APPOINTMENTS BY BOARD OF HEALTH  

Office Name 

Term 

Expires 

Animal Inspector Tari Grimard 2009 

Burial Agent Lynda Hodsdon Mayo 2009 
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APPOINTMENTS BY MODERATOR  

Office Name 

Term 

Expires 

Agricultural 

Commission 

Bruce Yukl 

Richard French 

Shirley Flagg 

Bridget Logan 

2009 

2009 

2010 

2010 

Finance 

Committee 

Allen Tupper Brown, Chair 

Ernest M. Hastings 

James Poulsen 

Edward L. Dolhenty 

Veronica A. LaChance 

Joseph Williams 

Alden Booth 

Claire Chang 

Chris Collins 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2010 

2010 

2010 

2011 

2011 

2011 

Franklin 

County 

Technical 

School 

Committee 

Clifford C. Hatch 2010 

Personnel 

Committee 

Employee Rep.           George Emery 

Member-at-large        Tom Hodak 

Member-at-large        Kristi Tognarelli 

Bd. of Selectmen        Leland E. Stevens 

Finance Comm.           Joseph Williams 

Secretary (non-voting) Tracy Rogers 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2009 

2010 

2010 

Recreation 

Committee 

Nathan G. Duda, Chair 

Kimberly Malcolm 

Rose Levasseur, Treasurer 

Charlene Vaughn 

2009 

2009 

2010 

2010 
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OTHER STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS  

Title Name 

Assistant Librarian  Kimber Sprankle 

Assistant Treasurer Ellen Hastings 

Clerical Assistant for the 

Board of Health, Planning 

Board, and Zoning Board 

of Appeals 

Bonnie Welcome 

Custodian James Connelly 

Highway Foreman Edward Ambo, Jr. 

Highway Mechanic/

Operator 

George Emery 

Highway Part-Time Help Ernest M. Hastings 

Slate Memorial Library 

Director  

Jocelyn Castro-Santos 

Volunteers Steven Connell 

Donald LaChance 

Calvin Parsons 

Raymond Purington 

Raymond Steele 

Carrie Stevens 

Doreen Stevens 
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2008 

GILL VITAL STATISTICS  

Date Name Parents 

January 24 Dylan Jacob 

Brunault            

Teresa Lynn (Garland) Brunault 

Frank Arden Brunault  

February 23 Dylan Michael 

Gilbert 

Kelly Lynne (Dunn) Gilbert 

Jeremy Michael Gilbert 

March 6 Vaughn Mason 

LaValley 

Julie Melinda (Fuller) LaValley 

Paul Robert LaValley 

March 29 Jacob Alexander 

Maynard 

Aimee Lynn (Urgiel) Maynard 

Shaun Michael Maynard 

April 13 Elliott Sebastian 

Heilig-Rury 

Sarah Elizabeth Rury 

Erika Leigh Heilig 

June 30 Matilda June 

Mac Court 

Marianne Marie Lockwood 

David Andrew Mac Court 

August 15 Ella Grace 

Vassar 

Kerri Jean (Recore) Vassar 

Gabriel Latham Vassar 

October 10 Elijah Frankel 

Brody 

Joanna Wendy Frankel 

Max Apter Brody 

November 28 Logan William 

Arial-Clough 

Melissa Jean Arial 

Travis Edward Clough 

BIRTHS 

TOWN POPULATION ON MAY 5, 2008 = 1,535 
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Date Names 

January 15 Ruth Jocelyn Cook 

January 17 Rita Irene King 

January 31 Edna Parzych 

March 10 Mildred Caroline Gaida 

April 22 Henry B. Glazier 

April 23 Ervin J. Bedaw 

September 2 Earlene J. Bosworth 

September 20 Ruth B. Wallace 

October 29 Edith C. Graveline 

DEATHS 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynda Hodsdon Mayo, Town Clerk 

Date Names 

February 2 Anthony Morrow Williams 

Sarah Lynn Valley 

February 23 Amy Lynne Allen 

Robert Patrick Amell 

August 2 Thomas Patrick Crouse 

Dolores Marie Crouse 

August 16 Janoov Tovia Skiathitis 

Morgan Sawyer Coldwell 

August 16 Susan Gauthier 

Jeffrey Lee Lewandowski 

August 30 Margery Yeoman Brown 

Thomas Charles Johnston 

MARRIAGES  
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Irises at Town Hall 


